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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AURIC 


Weather  Bureau 


Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

Week  Es-dinig  Tuesday,  May  7,  1935. 


Issued  joifiily  by  tlia  Dr/ision  of  Crop  and  Livasiock  Estimates  and  the  Waaikep  Sursau. 
Offices:  Founih  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


The  week  was  mostij’  cloudy  and  cool  with  a  few  days  of  chilly,  blustery  winds,  and  two  days  of 
bright  sunshine.  Frosts  and  freezing  temperatures  occurred  generally  during  the  first  few  days  and 
in  the  western  half  of  the  State  at  the  close.  Precipitation  in  the  form  of  rain  or  snow  fell  in  some 
part  of  the  State  almost  every  clay,  but  occurred  more  extensively  and  heavily  at  the  l)eginning  and 
end  of  the  week.  Heaviest  weekly  precipitation  occurred  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  State.  Reports  for 
April  received  so  far  at  the  Weather  Bureau  from  cooperative  observers  indicate  that  the  State  av¬ 
erage  precipitation  for  that  month  will  slightly  exceed  the  normal  and  roughly  be  around  1 .20  inches. 

The  outstanding  weather  and  crop  development  for  the  week  was  the  improvement  in  soli  mois¬ 
ture  conditions  in  the  east,  especially  in  the  extreme  northeast.  Relatively  lighter  precipitation  over 
the  western  two-thirds  was  beneficial  in  many  localities  in  dr3'ing  out  muddy  fields  and  in  permit¬ 
ting  a  start  of  seeding  operations.  Soil  blowing,  which  had  developed  extensively  in  the  northeast 
during  the  latter  part  of  April,  ended  with  this  w'eek’s  x>i'C’vipitation . 

Persisteirtly  cool  weather  again  lield  back  normal  crop  grovvth.  Grasses  made  better  progress  than 
other  vegetation,  and  on  lower  elevations  provided  a  little  feed  for  livestock  in  the  east  aird  fair]\' 
good  quantities  of  feed  for  livestock  in  the  west.  Frosts  and  several  nights  with  freezing  temperatures 
were  particularly  unfavorable  for  crop  advancement.  Snows  mostly  melted  as  thc.y  fell.  Field  work 
progressed  regardless  of  occasional  storm  interruption,  and  lyy  the  end  of  the  wc'ck  Iiad  become  gen¬ 
eral.  Seeding  of  spring  grain  is  well  advanced  in  some  areas  as  the  southeast,  and  but  little  done  in 
such  backward  areas  as  the  extreme  northeast  and  in  parts  of  Chouteau,  'J'eton,  Pondera,  and  Gla¬ 
cier  Counties.  Likely  most,  if  not  all,  spring  grain  seeding  coul  i  be  finished  in  ten  days  of  favor¬ 
able  weather  and  field  conditions.  At  present,  seeding  is  generally  considered  from  two  to  three 
weeks  behind  its  normal  seasonal  progress.  Germination  of  spring  sown  grains  has  been  slow  be-- 
cause  of  cold  soils.  Many  early  fields  are  greening  up  however. 

In  the  more  important  winter  wheat  areas,  the  crop  is  now  reported  in  good  to  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Abandonment  of  acreage  Rz  winter-killing  and  other  causes  is  indicatad  to  have  been  less  than 
usual.  Relatively  cold  weather  for  the  growing  season  to  date  has  given  the  crop  a  good  root  sj^s- 
tem.  In  Lake  County  it  is  standing  three  inches  high.  Sugar  beets  are  about  two  thirds  planted  in 
the  Milk  River  Vallejo  mostly  all  planted  vrest  of  the  Divide,  but  are  encountering  further  planting 
delays  in  south-central  and  east-central  Moirtana.  Some  beets  in  the  Bitterroot  Vallej’'  were  dam¬ 
aged  by  frosts  early  in  the  rveek  and  will  likely  require  replanting.  Fruit  trees  are  coming  into  leaf 
slowly.  Some  seeding  of  feed  crops  has  been  done,  but  generallj^  'will  be  delayed  until  the  seeding 
of  wheat  is  out  of  the  way.  Hay  fields,  especially  alfalfa,  are  showing  fair  to  good  growth.  Heavy 
losses  of  alfalfa  are  reported  from  the  southeast,  partly  the  result  of  the  1934  drought,  and  partl.v 
because  of  winter  killing.  In  sharp  contrast  with  last  j^ear,  there  have  been  few  repoi’ts  of  insect 
pests.  Mormon  crickets,  however,  are  numerous  in  Big  Horn  and  Rosebud  Counties. 

Even  with  warmer  weather,  which  in  now  needed,  it  i«  unlikely  that  pastures  and  ranges  in  the 
east  will  furnish  sufficient  forage  for  all  livestock  for  another  two  or  three  weeks.  In  the  west  lower 
ranges  and  pastures  are  nearing  full  carrying  capacity.  Livestock  condition  has  changed  little  since 
last  week,  although  losses  are  reported  as  declining.  Young  calves  and  lambs,  and  old,  thin  stock 
comprise  most  of  the  loss. 

Mountain  streams  have  not  risen  to  any  marked  extent  for  the  cold  weather  is  holding  hack  the 
melting  of  snoAvfall  in  the  higher  regions.  High  water  stages  will  probalfiy  occur  in  some  northwest¬ 
ern  districts  if  the  spring  run-off  gets  underway  suddenly  following  a  marked  warm  spell  and  heavj- 
rains . 


MY.ekly  Temperature  and  Prectpitatiun  Data 


Station 

Highest  temperature 

Lowest  temperature 

Total  Precipitation 

Billings  . 

65 

33 

0.98 

Bozeman  . 

62 

29 

0.30 

Cut  Bank  . 

67 

22 

0.18 

Glasgow  . 

69 

24 

0.38 

Glendive  . 

69 

30 

1.42 

Great  Falls . 

73 

2H 

0.23 

Havre  . 

70 

2S 

0.74 

HELENA  . 

66 

25 

0.15 

Kalispell  . 

70 

30 

0.18 

Lewistown  . 

67 

24 

1.06 

Miles  City  . 

66 

32 

0.40 

Missoula  . 

70 

28 

0.16 

H/.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates. 


May  8,  1935. 
Helena,  Montana. 
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The  following  county  summaries  of  crop  coND’f'i'ri  on,s  fo  ?  week  ending  May  4,  i935, 

ARE  FURNISHED  THROUGH  THE  COURTESY  OF  DIRECTOR  J.  C.  TaYLOR,  MONTANA  STATE 

Exten SI  ON  Service: 

BEAVERHEAD:  Rain  and  snow;  weather  cool.  Grass  slow  due  to  cold;  moisture  good. 

Prospects  for  good  grass  for  May  lamejing;  some  concentrates  being  fed. 

BIG  HORN;-  Light  precipitation  during  the  first  part  of  the  week.  Farm  work 

general;  spring  seeding  we;ll  along.  About  60^3  beets  planted.  Range 

IN  FINE  GROWING  CONDITION.  CATTLE  FAIR  AND  IMPROVING.  LaMBING  WELL  ALONG. 

Crickets  appearing  in  alarming  numbers,  especially  over  many  parts  of  the  Crow 
I ND 1  an  ReSERV  ATI  on . 

BLAINE:  -  Weather  the  past  week  cool,  with  sunshiny  days.  0.48  inch  of  rain 

Tuesday  night.  Light  snow  Saturday  night.  Growing  conditioi'.s  back¬ 
ward.  All  field  work  progressing  nicely.  Sugar  beet  seeding  abou.t  b/b  completed. 
Wheat  seeding  progress  from  2b^o  completed  in  some  sections  to  -lOQfp  in  others. 

Reports  indicate  conditions  ideal  this  spring.  Some  improvement  in  ranges. 

CARBON;  -  Red  Lodge  station  precipitation  0.72  inch.  pREqUENT  shov'/ers  in  Clarks 
Fork  Valley.  Spring  grain  is  well  up.  Winter  grain  shows  progress. 
Greater  grain  acreage,  and  a  larger  acreage  of  Great  Northern  Beans  are  in  prospect. 
Livestock  in  good  condition.  Grass  getting  a  fine  start. 

CARTER-FALLON :  Precipitation  0.95  inch.  Growth  of  range  and  crops  held  up  due  to 
cold  weather.  However,  an  excellent  amount  of  moisture  has  fallen, 
"doing  a  lot  of  good.  Practically  all  of  spring  wheat  seeded.  Cc.ns  i  der  a  ble  reseed¬ 
ing  OF  abandoned  winter  wheat  fields  and  some  feed  crops  being  seeded.  Seeding  at 
PRESENT  HELD  UP  DUE  TO  WET  WEATHER.  BeST  PROSPECTS  FOR  A  CROP  SINGE  1932.  LAMBING 
GETTING  INTO  FULL  SWING  WITH  A  GOOD  CROP  REPORTED.  SOUTHERN  CARTER  COUNTY,  WHERE 
THE  BULK  OF  THE  LAMBING  IS  IN  PROGRESS,  HAS  PLENTY  OF  GRASS.  CATTLE  IN  POOR  TO  FAIR 
SHAPE  WITH  SOME  GOOD  CALF  CROPS  REPORTED,  ALTHOUGH  ALL  CATTLE  HAVE  LOST  FLESH  IN  THE 
PAST  TWO  WEEKS.  RaNGE  SITUATION  FOR  THE  PRESENT  IS  EXCELLENT  DUE  TO  THE  PAST  WEEK’S 
R A  I  NFA  LL . 

CHOUTEAU:  -  Cool  weather.  Some  rain  Saturday  and  Tuesday.  Soil  in  very  good  condi¬ 
tion.  Farmers  two  to  three  v/eeks  behind  with  spring  seeding.  Vi/inter 

WHEAT  LOOKS  VERY  GOOD,  MAKING  NORMAL  GROWTH  AND  WELL  ROOTED.  LIVESTOCK  LOSSES  ARE 
DECREASING,  WITH  GRASS  LONG  ENOUGH  IN  PROTECTED  AREAS  TO  FURNISH  SOME  FEED,  ALTHOUGH 
FEEDING  OF  HAY  STILL  GENERAL.  STOCK  WATER  SUPPLIES  ARE  ADEqUATE.  WHEAT  FARMERS 
SHOWING  INTEREST  IN  REFERENDUM  TO  BE  HELD  MaY  2b. 

OUSTER-POWDER  RIVER:  Precipitation  0.59  inch.  Temperature  cool.  Better  than  h^lf 

THE  TOTAL  MOISTURE  FELL  MONDAY  NIGHT  OVER  TEN  HOUR  PERIOD. 

Grass  and  planted  crops  making  slow  progress.  More  alfalfa  reported  killed,  which 

WILL  necessitate  PLANTING  ANNUAL  CROPS  FOR  REPLACEMENT.  SEED  LOAN  CHECKS  COMING 
through  where  waivers  ARE  AVAILABLE.  LAMBING  STARTED  BUT  HAS  NOT  PROGRESSED  FAR 
ENOUGH  TO  estimate  POSSIBLE  RESULTS,  SHORT  GROWTH  OF  GRASS  CAUSING  SOME  TROUBLE. 

Calf  crop  percentage  will  be  short  oe  normal. 


DANIELS;  - 

May  lst.  A 
Few  farmers 


0.25  INCH  PREC I PITATI uN.  GENERAL  GROWING  CONDITIONS  MORE  PROMISING, 
Planting  spring  wheat  well  under  way.  Soil  blowing  bad  before  rain  on 
LITTLE  grass.  STOCK  IN  THIN  CONDITION.  FORT  PeCK  TAKING  SURPLUS  LABOR. 
HAVING  difficulty  IN  GETTING-  MEN. 


DAWSON:  -  An  inch  and  a  half  of  rain  during  the  past  week.  Conditions  have  mater- 
lALLY  improved  OVER  THE  ENTIRE  COUNTY.  MoiSTURE  TO  DEPTH  OF  TEN  TO 
twelve  inches  in  crop  Land.  April  received  tv/u  inches  of  moisture  against  0.09  inch 
A  year  ago.  Conditions  quiTE  favorable  for  germination  of  seed;  all  wor k  will  be 
PUSHED  as  soon  AS  IT  IS  POSSIBLE  TO  GET  IN  FIELDS.  APPROXIMATELY  bOfo  OF  THE  WHEAT 
SEEDED,  WITH  PRACTICALLY  NONE  OF  FELD  CROPS.  A  FEW  DAYS  OF  WARM  WEATHER  SHOULD  PUT 
SOME  GROWTH  ON  GRASS,  AND  WILL  GREATLY  IMPROVE  LAMBING  CONDlTIuN-S. 


FERGUS:  -  0.3i  inch  precipitation  received  during  week.  Cool  and  cloudy  ENTr|_RE 

week.  The  V alent 1 ne-Roy  section  received  1,33  inches  in  one  rain  Fri¬ 
day  evening.  During  the  past  two  munths  that  sect!(;n  received  more  .mo  i  stu  re  than 
any  other  of  county.  vVINTER  wheat  has  come  through  practically  J.OO/'o,  with  much 
larger  acreage  seeded  than  in  i934.  Grass  has  good  start,  and  quiTE  a  little  live¬ 
stock  has  been  turned  out.  Growth  has  started  in  hay  fields  in  all  sections. 

Spring  seeding  is  again  under  way  in  some  sections  of  the  county.  Moisture  conoi- 
riuNS  for  spring  work  is  the  best  in  several  years.  Livestock  is  making  rapid 

IMPROVEMENT.  BECAUSE  MANY  ANIMALS  W  E  F;  E  SO  WEAK,  THERE  ARE  STILL  SOME  LOSSES  BEING 

reported . 


^LATHEAD :  -  Warm  all  week.  MlIsture  conditions  excellent.  Crops  growing  well. 

Spring  work  in  full  swing.  Much  seeding  being  dune.  Some  spring  wheat 
UP.  Alfalfa  growing  well.  Much  crested  wheat  grass  being  sown.  Livestock  all  in 
GOOD  condition  and  some  now  on  pasture.  Practically  all  surplus  hay  solo. 

GALLATIN:  -  Partly  cloudy.  Varying  amounts  of  muisturl  from  trace  to  OclO  inch,  ^ 
April  precipitation  1.92  inches,  which  is  above  normal.  April  coldest 
since  i920.  Normal  crop  growth  ri^TmRded.  Increased  seeding  of  spring  grain.  Some 
winter  wheat  has  been  harrowed.  Small  amount  of  blowing  damage  to  winter  wheat  nuw 

APPARENT  IN  SOME  DISTRICTS.  ALFALFA  BEGINNING  TO  SHOW  GROV'TH.  ThIS  !S  THE  FIRST 
WEEK  range  grasses  HAVE  SHOWN  ANY  APPRECIABLE  GROWTH.  WATER  DELIVERED  IN  SOME  OF 
THE  DITCHES  AND  CLEANUP  WORK  SPEEDED  UP  ON  OTHERS.  SIX  CmRS  FEEDER  CALVES  SHIPPED 

FROM  Three  Forks  to  Iowa  feed  lots. 


GLACIER;  -  Majority  of  week  cold  with  rain,  snow,  chilly  days  and  frosty  nights. 

More  sunshine  last  of  .week  but  still  seasonably  cold.  Seeding  greatly 
delayed  by  wet  soil.  Hot  over  l0)o  completed.  Farmers  who  attempted  field  work 
bogged  down  their  tractors.  Seeding  getting  under  way  again  Saturday.  10  days  gooc 
weather  Will  see  most  of  seeding  completed.  Range  grass  coming  slcwly  but  old  timbf 
BELIEVE  there  WILL  BE  EXTRA  GOOD  CROP  OF  GRASS  WHEN  IT  DOES  GET  TO  GROWING. 

ING  PERCENTAGES  STILL  CONTINUE  BELOW  NORMAL,  STUCK^MEN  ETILL  FEEDING  HAY  ” 

TRATES  IN  CASES  WHERE  THESE  FELDS  ARE  OBTAINABLE.  ^vPrRtEMre°  « 1 D EN TS  E X P R ES . ^ 

THE  OPINION  THIS  HAS  BEEN  HARDEST  SPRING,  IN  THEIR  EXPERIENCE,  ON 
AREA. 


L I VESTOCK  IN  TH I S 
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County  Summaries  -  Page  2. 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  &  MUSSELSHELL:  Prec  I  P ITATI  ON'^ffN  the  27th  of  APRIL  Was  0.i6  of  an 

- INCH.  General  growing  conditions  fair.  Crops  in 

GOOD  condition  AND  SEEDING  IN  FULL  SWING.  SOME  SEEDING  HELD  UP  PENDING  COMPLETION 
OF  SEED  loans.  THE  LIVESTOCK  OUTFITS  NOT  FEEDING  C  C.  N  C  E  N  TR  A  TES  LOSING  MANY  CALVES 
AND  lambs,  others  WHO  FEED  CONCENTRATES  ARE  HAVING  SUCCESS,  V/  ITH  EXCEPTION  OF 
LOSSES  DUE  TO  STORMS.  GRASS  IMPROVING  EVERY  DAY. 


HILL:  -  Precipitation  0,2l  inch  moisture  last  week.  40^j  of  Vi/heat  in  county 

SEEDED.  50^  feed  CROPS  HAVE  BEEN  SEEDED  IN  THE  COUNTY.  No  CORN  PLANTED 

YET.  Cold  temperatures  still  prevail  and  grass  growth  SLovy.  Livestock  improving 
SLOWLY. 


LAKE:  -  There  was  more  sunshine  than  usual.  Crops  made  good  growth.  Rainfall 

-  Saturday  and  again  on  Monday  night  improving  moisture  conditions 

materially.  Nights  are  cool.  Winter  wheat  looking  excellent  with  a  growth  cf  as 

MUCH  AS  THREE  INCHES  IN  PLACES.  SPRING  SEEDING  MOSTLY  COMPLETED.  PASTURES  IMPROVED 
SINCE  LAST  WEEK  AND  LIVESTOCK  FINDING  PLENTY  OF  GRASS.  LIVESTOCK  SHOULD  IMPROVE  IN 
FLESH.  The  hay  supply  is  ABOUT  BALANCING  THE  LOCAL  NEEDS  ALTHOUGH  THERE  IS  A  SIZE¬ 
ABLE  AMOUNT  FOR  SALE  IN  SOME  SECTIONS.  NeW  SETTLERS  FROM  THE  DROUTH  AREAS  APE  COM¬ 
ING  INTO  THE  COUNTY  IN  LARGE  NUMBERS,  BUT  THE  NUMBER  OF  PLACES  AVAILABLE  IS  LIMITED. 


LEWIS  &  CLARK:  Weather  cool  with  freezing  temperatures  at  night.  O.iO  inch  freci- 

PITATION  DURING  WEEK.  The  HELENA  WEATHER  STATION^  SHOWS  LESS  THAN 

NORMAL  IN  April.  Crop  growth  during  the  week  slow  due  to  cold  weather.  Consider¬ 
able  SPRING  SEEDING  DONE  BUT  SEASON  IS  TWO  WEEKS  LATER  THAN  LAST  YEAR.  FeED  BECOM¬ 
ING  VERY  SHORT  IN  MANY  LOCALITIES  AND  RANGE  GRASSES  MAKING  VERY  SLOW  GROWTH.  SOM.E 
LOSSES  OF  lambs  AND  CALVES  BECAUSE  OF  FEED  SHORTAGE. 


MISSOULA:  -  Cool  nights.  Medium  warm  days;very  little  prec  i  p  itati  0:N  .  Some  frost. 

All  crops  making  satisfactory  growth.  Spring  grain  coming  up.  Swing 
seeding  two-thirds  completed.  Most  of  sugar  beets  planted.  Vi/inter  wheat  making 
good  growth.  Soil  beginning  to  dry  out  although  we  have  had  no  hot  or  windy  weather. 
Pasture  grass  in  all  the  lower  elevations  is  getting  good.  Some  cattle  turned  out 

ON  RANGE. 

PARK:  -  The  past  week  was  rainy  and  stormy  with  some  snow,  but  total  precipita- 
TION  little.  Due  to  disagreeable  weather  this  past  week,  a  small  amount 
OF  spring  work  was  done  and  little  seeding  took  place.  Vi/INTER  v«eat  stands  still 

APPEAR  VERY  GOOD.  LIVESTOCK  IN  FAIR  CONDITION, 

PHILLIPS:  Continued  dry  weather  with  cold  nights.  Growing  conditions  unfavorable. 

Ample  subs,oil  moisture  to  start  grass  and  fielc  crops.  Spring  seeding 
general  with  about  65^0  of  crops  in.  Moisture  conditions  satisfactory  for  present. 
Sugar  beet  planting  well  under  way  in  the  Milk  River  Valley.  Livestock  condition 
poor  to  fair.  Enough  new  grass  for  horses  and  sheep  but  not  for  cattle.  Water 

HOLES  DRYING  UP,  BUT  GENERALLY  ENOUGH  FOR  PRESENT  NEEDS. 

PONDERA:  -  Fair  and  warmer  latter  part  or  the  week,  with  about  three  inches  of  snow 
IN  west  half  or  the  county  during  the  middle  of  the  week.  Farming 
activities  still  delayed,  but  opening  up  in  various  parts  of  the  county  for  first 
OPERATIONS.  Expected  that  the  forepart  of  next  week  will  sel  farmers  in  the  field 

THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY.  COUL  WEATHER  HAS  RETARDED  GROWTH  OF  GRASS  TO  THE  END  THAT 
LIVESTOCK  ARE  BEGINNING  TO  FALL  OFF  ON  WINTER  ROBGHAGE.  MOST  OF  THE  LOCAL  F.ANGE 
BEGINNING  TO  SHOW  GREEN  AND  SEVERAL  HUNDRLD  HEAD  OF  CATTLE  MOVED  TO  THE  RESERVATION 
FOR  SUMMER  P A STU R E , E S PE C I AL L Y  FROM  THE  EAST  END  OF  THE  COUNTY.  PROPOSED  INCREASE 
OF  WHEAT  SEEDINGS  MAY  BE  LOWERED  BY  REASON  OF  THE  LATENESS  OF  THE  SEmSON.  SHEEPMEN 
had  a  difficult  LAMBING  SEaSUN  PAST  MONTH.  LOSS  OF  LAMBS  DUE  TO  ADVERSE  V'/EaTHER 

higher  than  normal . 

PRAIRIE:  -  Monday  of  this  welk,  high  winds  and  dust  storms;  Tuesday,  heavy  rainfall 
(nearly  -g-  IN.  OF  precipitation).  SOIL  IS  WET  DOWN  NEARLY  A  FOOT  ON  AN 
AVERAGE  OVER  THE  COUNTY.  MaNY  FIELDS  OF  UPLAND  ALFALFA  ENTIRELY  KILLED.  SPRING  IS 
LATE  AND  MANY  FARMERS  ARE  qUllTE  OPTIMISTIC  ABOUT  PUTTING  IN  THEIR  CROPS.  SEED  LOANS 
HAVE,  IN  MANY  CASES,  BEEN  CUT,  WHICH  MEANS  THAT  ONLY  THE  MINIMUM  Vi/HEAT  ACRES  WILL 
BE  PLANTED  and  WHaT  FEED  CROPS  THE  MONEY  WILL  COVER.  LaMBING  IS  ABOUT  TO  START  AND 
WOOL  GROWERS  ARE  FEEDING  CONCENTRATES.  LiVESTtiCK,  WHILE  THIN,  SEEM  TO  BE  FAIRLY 
STRONG  AND  SMALL  LOSSES  HAVE  BEEN  REPORTED  TO  DATE. 

RICHLAND:-  0.57  inch  of  precipitation  during  latter  part  oi  the  week,  greatly  im¬ 
proving  MOISTURE  conditions  OVER  THE  COUNTY.  HaVE  RECEIVED  ENOUGH  PRE¬ 
CIPITATION  SO  that  all  crops  will  come  THROUGH  GROUND  IN  PRETTY  FAIR  SHAPE.  STILL 
CLtUDY  and  unsettled  AND  A  POSSIBILITY  OF  MORE  MOISTURE.  TwO  SEVERE  DAYS  OF  BLOWING 
CONSIDERABLE  SOIL  DRIFTED  IN  CERTAIN  PARTS  OF  COUNTY.  SOME  FARMERS  PRACTICALLY 
COMPLETED  THElR  WHEAT  SEEDINGS  TO  DATE  AND  READY  TO  START  WITH  OTHER  CROPS  ALTHOUGH 
the  BIGGEST  PERCENTAGE  OF  GROV/ERS  HAVE  CONSIDERABLE  ACREAGE  OF  WHEAT  TO  PLANT. 

Approximately  bOfo  of  the  wheat  acreage  seeded  to  date.  Ml  barley  or  oats  planted  to 

DATE  except  IN  IRRIGATED  TERRITORY.  STARTED  BEET  PLANTING  PAST  WEEK;  DELAYED  SOME 

BY  weather.  Livestock  men  repijrt  fair  calf  crops  and  lamb  crops.  Mo  losses  reports 
OF  any  importance  yet.  Range  conditions  continue  poor  although  warmer  weather  shoul 
start  grass  growing.  There  will  be  practically  no  grass  on  the  range  until  about 
the  25th  of  May,  at  which  time  LIVESTOCIK  can  be  TU.'iNED  OUT  and  depend  wholly  upon  th 

RA  NGE . 

ROOSEVELT:  Growing  conditmmms  impi’cved  over  a  week  ago.  Heavy  winds  on  afril  30 
damaged  Many  fields.  Rain  on  May  ist  and  showers  May  3rd  half  an  inch 

HELPED  GRASS  AND  EARLY  SOWN  GRAIN.  Su  M£  GRAIN  SHOWING  UP.  A  FEW  FARMERS  ABOUT 
through  with  wheat  seeding  WHILE  OTHERS  HAVE  BEEN  UNABLE  TO  BEGIN  OPERATIONS  BECAUSE 
OF  DELA-Y  WITH  SEED  LOANS.  HaY  MOVING  IN  FAIR  AMtJUNTS.  LIVESTOCK  IN  POOR  C  0  N  D  1 T  1  OIN  . 

ROSEBUD:  -  Light  showers  Saturday.  Clear  rema  inder  of  week.  Cool  all  week.  Grow¬ 
ing  CONDITIONS  poor.  Winter  wheat  and  alfalfa  making  slow  growth. 

Heavy  loss  of  alfalfa  repup.teu  in  one  section.  General  condition  of  alfalfa  good. 
Spring  seeding  made  headway  this  w-eek.  Beginning  to  get  some  returns  on  seed  loans. 
Grass  making  slow  but  good  growth.  Livestock  in  good  shape.  Some  feeding  still 
being  done.  One  section  of  ct unty  repuRTs  millions  of  Mormon  crickets. 
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SHERIDAN:  Rain  and  snov»  0.52  inch.  Grov^ing  conditions  have  been  very  unfavor- 

ABLE.  Rain  vi/as  preceded  by  a  severe  dust  storm,  v;hich  may  have  blown 

OUT  SEEDED  FIELDS  SUBJECT  TO  WIND  EROSION.  PROBABLY  20^o  OF  SEEDING  WHEAT  HAS  BEEN 

FINISHED.  Expect  that  farmers  will  begin  to  seed  now.  Rain  penetrated  about  3-4". 
Grazing  has  been  slow  in  improvement  and  still  not  sufficient  to  carry  entirely. 

STILLWATER:  Weather  cool  and  cloudy;  not  very  favorable  for  plant  growth.  Warmer 

LAST  OF  WEEK.  GRASS  SLOW  IN  STARTING  BUT  WITH  a  FEW  WARM  DAYS  SHOULD 

make  rapid  growth.  Greater  part  of  the  winter  wheat  looks  very  good;  very  little 

WINTER  KILLING  EVIDENT.  1n  FEW  SECTIONS  THERE  HAS  BEEN  SOME  BLOWING  OF  WINTER 
WHEAT  FIELDS.  WeATHER  CONDITIONS  HAVE  HELD  UP  SPRING  FARM  WC'RK  TO  SOME  EXTENT  BUT 
IN  SOME  SECTIONS  OF  THE  COUNTY  SPRING  WHEAT  IS  BEING  SEEDED  NOW.  LIVESTOCK  IN 
FAIR  CONDITION.  [\iO  LOSSES  REPORTED.  LaMBING  IN  FULL  SWING  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

SWEET  GRASS:  0.83  precipitation.  GroViiing  conditions  very  poor  on  account  of  cold 
weather.  Seeding  in  full  swing.  Soil  in  good  conditi-n.  Need  a  few 
good  men  to  work  on  ranches. 

TOOlE:  -  Intermittent  rain  and  snow  during  week.  Heavy  rains  in  many  parts  of 

THE  COUNTY.  COOL  WEATHER  THROUGHOUT  WEEK.  FaRMERS  HAVE  CONSIDERABLE 
DIFFICULTY  IN  SEEDING  DUE  TO  WET  SPOTS  IN  MANY  FIELDS.  HOWEVER,  EVERYONE  IS  GOING 
AHEAD  AND  PUTTING  IN  AS  MUCH  LAND  AS  POSSIBLE  IN  BETV^EEN  RAINS.  MolSTUPE  CONDITION 

VERY  GOOD.  Sheepmen  experiencing  some  loss  due  to  cold  weather  and  rain  during 
umbing;  losses  running  from  five  to  tv/enty  per  cent.  Range  short  at  present  time 
BUT  good  grass  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  AS  SOON  AS  WEATHER  V^aRMS  UP. 

VALLEY:  -  This  week  has  been  characterized  by  extremely  high  winds  and  cold 

weather.  Growing  conditions  very  poor.  Light  rainfall  latter  part  of 
WEEK.  Preparations  of  seed  bed  under  way  and  a  small  amount  of  seeding  is  takin* 
PLACE.  Livestock  in  general  in  poor  condition.  Heavy  losses  in  lambs  and  ewes, 
and  some  losses  in  cattle.  Grass  is  very  backward  and  range  is  only  slightly 
improved  over  last  week. 

WHEATLAND:  Weather  colder  during  past  week  with  some  rain  and  snc'W.  Sff?  i  ng  field 
work  and  seeding  is  in  progress  in  all  districts  in  the  county,  live¬ 
stock  in  the  county  in  fairly  good  condition,  although  from  reports  there  has  been 
SOME  loss  of  cattle. 

WIBAUX :  -  Rainy  weather  during  the  w'eek.  Approximately  [,75  inch  moisture  from 
April  27  to  May  4.  This  has  made  conditions  very  favorable.  Only 

ABOUT  40/0  OF  THE  WHEAT  HAS  BEEN  PLANTED  DUE  TO  LaTE  SPRING,  WET  WEATHER  THE  PAST 
week  and  SLOWNESS  OF  SEED  LOANS.  INDICATIONS  ARL  THAT  THERE  WILL  BE  A  LARGE  FEED 
CROP  PLANTED.  PROSPECTS  FOR  SUPPLY  OF  GRASS  Ni'Vy  VERY  GOOD.  LIVESTOCK  IN  FAIRLY 

good  cond I ti on . 

YELLOWSTONE :  Cloudy  and  cool  most  of  v^eek.  0.30  inch  precipitation  first  part. 

Winter  Vi/heat  in  good  condition  in  most  dryland  districts.  In  pine- 
view  AND  Custer  districts,  some  acreage  of  winter  v/heat  Lust  through  winter  killing 
and  soil  blowing.  Winter  v;heat  on  South  Bench  generally  in  excellent  condition. 
Seeding  of  sfr  ing  grain  general  in  all  districts.  Increased  acreage  of  spring 
wheat  on  irrigated  land.  Vi/ith  improved  moisture  conditions,  increased  seeding  of 
alfalfa  and  sweet  clover  and  other  feed  crops  is  expected  in  n cj n— i r r  1  g ate d  districts. 
Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Range  grass  and  pastures  showing  some  grov^th  but 
Warmer  weather  needed. 

JUD I TH  BAS  1 R :  TnIo  precipitation.  V/eather  not  quiTE  vmrm  enough  for  ideal  growing 
conditions.  Some  V'/arm  days  have  brought  on  the  grass  and  wheat  is 

GROWING  fine;  VERY  LITTLE  LOSS  OF  WINTER  WHEAT  THROUGHOUT  COUNTY.  SPRING  SEEDING 
WILL  SOON  BE  IN  FULL  SWING.  Vi/E  HAVE  PLENTY  UF  MOISTURE  TO  GERMINATE  THE  GRAIN  AT 
THE  PRESENT  TIME  AND  PROSPECTS  GOOD.  FeED  PURCHASES  HAVE  FALLEN  OFF  MATERIALLY 
AND  VERY  LITTLE  FEEDING  BEING  DONE  AT  PRESENT  TIME.  A  GREAT  MANY  UF  THE  STOCKMEN 
HAVE  TURNED  THEIR  STOCK  OUT  ALTHOUGH  RANGES  ARE  NOT  OF  AiUCH  VALUE  YET.  CCC  CAMPS 
AND  CALLS  FROM  FORT  PeCK  HaVE  TAKEN  QUITE  A  NUMBER  FROM  THE  COUNTY  AND  V.^E  ANTICIPATE 
A  SHORTAGE  LATER  ON. 


UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

Week  Ending  Tuesday,  May  14,  1935. 


Issued  jointly  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  Weather  Bureau. 
Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 


Cool,  cloudy  weather,  and  frequent  local  showers  except  west  of  the  Divide  and  in  the  south¬ 
east,  were  beneficial  in  conserving  or  increasing  the  soil  moisture  supply  of  tlie  State  durin.-:  the 
week  ending  Tuesdajq  14th.  The  continuance  of  unseasonably  low  night  and  day  temperatures 
resulted  in  further  hard  freezes  and  heavy  frosts  and  in  poor  gj-owing  conditions  for  vegetation. 
Plant  growth  had  not  advanced sufHciently,  however,  to  be  damaged  mucli  bey  ond  a  lit! le  beet  loss 
again  in  the  Bitterroot,  and  a  little  injury  here  and  there  to  wheat.  High  winds  sapped  moisture  from 
west  of  the  Divide  and  the  southeast,  which  sections  experienced  their  driest  week  since  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  April.  There  was  very  little  soil  blowing  reported. 

Surface  soils  with  a  few  exceptions  of  very  limited  extent  nov,'  hold  sufficient  moisture  toa.s- 
•sure  the  germination  and  good  surface  start  or  seeded  crops,  gra.ss,  and  hay.  Recent  i)recii)itation 
has  resulted  in  good  penetration  of  moisture  in  .«ubsoils,  and  es[)ecially  in  sone  of  last  year’s  ex¬ 
tremely  dry  eastern  area.  While  many  western  and  central  areas  have  a  good  to  excellent  siqipiy  of 
topsoil  and  subsoil  moisture,  the  more  eastern  areas  show  only  a  favorable  topsoil  condition,  and 
to  sustain  crop  growth  later  must  receive  continued  favorable  occurrence  and  distribution  of  rainfall 
during  the  remainder  of  IMay  and  all  of  June. 

Farm  work  progressed  rapidly  where  cold  and  heavy  rains  did  not  intei-fere.  Seeding  of  spring- 
wheat  continued  with  the  bulk  of  the  crop  now  in  '..Of'  ground,  and  early  sown  fields  up  and  looking 
fine.  More  general  planting  of  feed  crops  has  begun.  Plo-wing  for  spring  crops  continued  to  make 
good  progress  in  late  northern  district.s,  and  summer-fallowing  started  in  the  southeast.  Irrigation 
increased  almost  to  full  capacity  where  needed.  Cold  weather  has  retarded  melting  of  mountain  snow¬ 
fall,  which  -will  make  possible  a  longer  irrigating  season  this  summer.  Considerable  land  was  pre¬ 
pared  for  corn,  and  planting  started  in  Rosebud  County. 

MArmth  and  sunshine  are  needed  n(.)w  to  bring  crops  and  gras.s  .along  rapidly,  as  well  as  di-j- 
out  fields  that  have  remained  too  wet  to  plant  all  spring.  ^Vinter  wheat  continues  in  good  to  excel¬ 
lent  condition.  While  little  surface  growth  was  made  during  the  pa^t  week,  the  crop  benefited  by 
futher  good  root  development.  Weeds  are  thick  in  some  fields.  IVas  are  up;  seeding  continues.  I’lant- 
ing  of  gardens  has  been  delayed  as  the  soil  has  been  much  too  cold  for  gooil  germination.  ^Vlfalfa 
grew  slowly;  some  w.as  damaged  Iry  hail  in  the  south-central  part.  Forage  crops  are  replacing  winter- 
killed  alfalfa  in  the  .southeast.  Shrubs  are  in  small  leaf ;  trees  are  slowdy  leafing.  J  ruits  are  budding 
in  the  west,  and  are  blossoming  in  the  southeast.  Sugar  beet  plairtmg  has  been  largely  completed, 
except  where  unnaturally  delayed  in  the  southeast.  Rains  have  been  sufficient  to  start  the  later  seeding. 

Ranges  and  pastures  continrred  to  improve  slowly.  Snows  renraining  0]\  the  higher  ranges 
and  continued  cold  weather  will  result  in  holding  livestock  on  lower  ranges  this  summer  longer  than 
usual.  New  grass  is  fairly  adequate  for  feed  in  the  west,  but  inadequate  in  the  east.  Heavy  rains  are 
needed  to  fill  waterholes  in  the  east,  as  little  run-off  has  resulted  from  spring  preci])itation  so  far. 

Rain  and  cold  -were  hard  on  lambs  and  calves;  losses  continued.  Some  pick  up  was  r('porte<l 
for  cattle;  horses  and  sheep  remained  about  the  same.  Improvement  has  l»een  necessarily  slow 
where  feed  reserves  -were  exhausted  early  in  the  spi-ing  and  farmers  and  owners  were  forced  to  turn 
stock  out  on  poor  range  and  await  the  slow  development  of  feed,  as  in  the  east.  Western  livestock  are 
mostly  in  good  to  excellent  condition.  Lambing  is  well  along  and  finished  in  some  placccs;  in  otlu-rs 
it  is  just  getting  started.  Shearing  has  started  in  the  west  and  soutli. 


MhcEKLY  Temperature  and  Pkeoipitation  Data 


Station 

Highest  temperature 

Lowest  temirerature 

1  Total  Precipitation 

Billings  . 

70 

30 

0.52 

Bozeman  . 

(i2 

23 

0.30 

Cut  Bank  . 

(it 

25 

0.04 

Glasgow  . 

63 

20 

0.32 

Glendive  . 

63 

32 

0.06 

Great  Falls . 

tiS 

30 

0.32 

Havre  . 

66 

32 

0.25 

HELENA  . 

(15 

31 

0.20 

Kalispell  . 

6-2 

30 

0.06 

Lewistown  . 

(11 

26 

0.38 

Miles  City  . 

70 

30 

0.01 

Missoula  . 

68 

28 

0.01 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates. 


May  15,  1935. 
Helena,  Montana. 
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The  following  county  sumiviaries  of  crop  conditions  for  week  ending  May  li,  1935, 

ARE  FURNISHED  THROUGH  THE  COURTESY  OF  DIRECTOR  J.  C.  TaYLOR,  MONTANA  STATE 
ExTENS ION  SERVICE: 

BEAVERHEAD;  Small  amount  precipitation  -  v;father  cool.  Grass  delayed  due  to 
cool  weather.  Seeding  late.  Lambing  started.  Small  amount  of 
grass  at  present, 

BIG  HORN:  Intermittent  showers,  cold  nights  and  slow  growing  conditions. 

Winter  wheat  in  good  condition,  spring  wheat  mostly  in,  some  alfalfa 
WINTER  killed  AND  THINNED  BY  WORMS,  NINETY  PER  CENT  OF  BEETS 
planted.  Cricket  infestation  serious.  Range  is  improving  and 

CATTLE  BETTER, 

S  1  ST  I NG 

BLAINE:  Weather  extremely  cool,  with  about  1-^;  inches  of  precipitation  con- 

of  snow  and  rain.  Growing  conditicjns  backward  due  to  cool  weather 

ALTHOUGH  JHERE  IS  AN  ABUNDANCE  OF  MOISTURE.  SEEDING  OF  SMALL  GRAINS  IS  APPROXI¬ 
MATELY  80^  COMPLETE.  Beet  seeding  has  been  delayed  somewhat  due  TO  wet  WEATHER. 
Approximately  85^  of  the  sugar  beets  are  now  in  the  ground.  Cattle  conditions 

HAVE  not  improved  TO  ANY  EXTENT.  SoME  Ll'SS  HAS  BEEN  ACCOUNTED  IN  MANY  CAMPS 

due  to  wet,  cold  weather.  Range  grass  shows  some  growth  although  very  little 
DUE  to  the  cold  weather, 

CARBON:  Precipitation  in  Red  Lc'dge  area  ,40  in,,  and  .25  in  Bridger.  Colder 

IN  Red  Lodge  area.  Mostgrain  crops  up  in  Clark’s  Fork  Valley  while 
planting  cunttinues  in  Rock  Creek  Valley  area.  Livestock  conditions  good.  Labor 
S I TUATI on  fair, 

CARTER-FALLON :  Precipitation  .96  of  an  inch.  Grc^wth  of  range  and  crops  slow. 

Spring  wheat  coming  up  with  good  stands  but  need  warm  weather 

TO  START  IT.  PRACTICALLY  ALL  OF  SPRING  WHEAT  SEEDED  WITH  MOST  VF  THE  WINTER 
WHEAT  either  WINTED  KILLED  OR  SUCH  A  POOR  STAND  THAT  IS  NECESSARY  TO  RE-SEED. 

Seeding  uf  feed  crops  held  up  by  wet  weather.  Range  grass  growing,  especially 
ON  GUMBO.  Some  areas  where  grass  was  heavily  grazed  last  year  and  grasshopper 
infestation  was  BAD  DUES  NOT  SEEM  TC.  BE  GRC-WING,  LAMBING  STARTED  IN  DvTH  BOUN¬ 
TIES  WITH  GOOD  CROP  REPORTED;  ALL  LAMBING  BEING  DONE  ON  GRASS  WITH  PLENTY  OF 
MILK  FOR  LAMBS.  CaTTLE  GENERALLY  IN  POOR  SHAPE  AS  YET.  RANGE  SITUATU'N  EXCEL¬ 
LENT  WITH  EXCEPTION  OF  L'W  V^aTER  IN  A  FEW  RESERVOIRS.  ALL  MOISTURE  WHICH  HAS 
COME  HAS  SOAKED  INTO  THE  GROUND  WITH  NO  RUN-OFF.  PLENTY  liF  LABOR. 

CASCADE:  Cool  and  cloudy.  Scattered  snow  and  rain  showers.  .19  inches  of 

PRECIPITATION  FOR  WEEK,  ClOL  WEATHER  SLIGHTLY  RETARDING  SEEDING 

WORK.  Winter  wheat  in  good  cundituin.  Livestock  in  fair  condition.  Pastures 
AFFORDING  SOME  FEED  WHICH  IS  BEING  SUPPLEMENTED  WITH  HAY.  FeED  RESERVES  PRAC¬ 
TICALLY  exhausted.  Surplus  of  labor.  Contri^l  of  green  bugs  by  burning  weed  and 
stubble  fields. 

CHOUTEAU:  Weather  cjol  with  frosts  during  nights.  All  gruwth  very  slow. 

Scattered  showers  first  of  week  which  again  sluv'ed  down  field  work. 
Winter  wheat  developing  goi'D  root  system  but  making  slow  surface  growth.  Spring 
SEEDING  about  UNE-HALF  COMPLETED  WITH  SUFFICIENT  SURFACE  MOISTURE  FOR  IMMEDIATE 
germination.  Crass  has  sufficilnt  grov/th  fur  stock  and  all  hay  feed  has  ceased. 
The  percentage  of  calf  crop  is  below  normal  -  with  lamb  crop  about  normal, 

CUSTERPOWDER  RIVER;  Precipitation  ,04  in.  at  Miles  City.  Additional  moisture 
«  FELL  IN  Eastern  and  Southern  Custer  County  and  in  Powder 

River  County.  Temperature  generally  cool  with  some  light  frost.  One  good  grow¬ 
ing  DAY,  Planting  about  7&p  complete.  Many  annual  forkge  crops  being  planted 
jo  replace  alfalfa  which  killed  out.  Some  sugar  beets  up.  All  crops  including 

GRASS  making  SLOvV  PROGRESS.  PRESENT  INOICATIUNS  ARE  THAT  CONSIDERABLE  GRASS  IS 
DEAD  ALTHOUGH  THE  LATE  VARIETIES  ARE  NOT  YET  STARTED.  LAMBING  STmRTED  WITH, 
PROSPECTS  NOT  TOO  GOOD.  ESTIMATES  PLACE  THE  POSSIBLE  CALF  CROP  AT  FROM  50/o  TO 
bOjo.  Practically  all  livestock  on  grass  at  this  time, 

DANIELS:  ,30  precipitation.  Not  enough  moisture  yet  to  do  much  good.  Crop 

conditions  unfavorable,  but  a  good  rain  would  reverse  the  outlook 

COMPLETELY.  SPRING  WHEAT  PLANTING  COMPLETED.  SoME  FIELDS  UP.  LIGHT  SHOWERS 

GREENING  THE  RANGES.  STOCK  GETTING  ALONG  0,  K,  WHERE  GRASS  IS  STARTING.  NO 
CHANGE  IN  THE  LABOR  SITUATION. 

DAWSON;  Additional  moisture  put  more  favorable  outlcjok  on  ccnditions, 

-  Cenerally  cool  throughout  the  v/ef.k,  and  with  one  day  of  real  grow¬ 
ing  weather.  Seeding  continues  thc>ugh  some  delay  during  the  week  with  the 
fields  too  wet.  Early  grain  showing  green  un  scattered  fields.  Later  seedings 
are  SPROUTING  AND  FEW  DAYS  OF  WARM  WEATHER  SHOULD  SEND  IT  THROUGH,  V/HEAT  APPAR¬ 
ENTLY  TAKING  GOOD  ROOT  BECAUSE  OF  SLOW  GROWTH  OCCASICjNED  BY  COOL  TEMPERATURES, 

Some  of  the  species  of  grasses  showing  considerable  gruv/th,  but  c/Thers  not  yet 
start.ing.  Lambing  in  general  swing,  with  percentages  running  higher  than  antici¬ 
pated. 

FERGUS:  Precipitation  .97  inches.  It  was  cloudy  and  stormy  entire  veek, 

-  Many  farmers  repcjrt  their  v,  intef<  wheat  best  condition  since  the 

SPRING  OF  1928.  Spring  crops  in  the  Eastern  part  of  the  county  practically  all 
in  and  many  of  them  Cuming  up.  In  the  V/esterm  part  of  the  county  probably  not 

over  Zbjo  of  the  spring  crop  put  in  as  yet,  but  most  I'F  land  ready  for  seeding. 

Moisture  conditiuns  throughout  the  county  very  satisfactory  with  a  lot  of  the 
land  too  wet  to  farm.  Probably  Ibjo  of  the  Range  livestock  of  the  county  has  been 

turned  out.  Very  little  demand  for  hay.  The  storm  the  past  week  caused  some 

losses  of  lambs.  Labor  about  balanceu  with  possibly  slight  surplus.  Some  grass¬ 
hoppers  reported  hatched  in  most  SECTHINS  OF  THE  COUNTY,  THE  COLD  WEATHER  PAST 
FEW  DAYS  MAY  KILL  MANY  OF  THEM, 

FLATHEAD:  Warm  in  the  day  time;  fpost  every  night.  Slight  precipitation. 

-  Growing  conditions  excellent.  Seeding  in  full  swing.  Much  spring 

grain  nuw  up.  Winter  wheat  excellent.  Livestock  all  in  good  shape.  Ranges 
greening  up  rapidly.  Labor  situation  adequate. 
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GALLATIN;  Continued  cool,  unseasonable  v;eather  vmth  some  wind.  Slight  preci¬ 
pitation.  Increased  field  work.  IncrlaSl-d  A^ouNT  or  seeding  of 
spring  wheat  under  liberalization  plan.  Decrease  in  amount  of  seedloans.  Pas¬ 
tures  AND  ranges  showing  ENOUGH  GROWTH  TO  BE  OF  SOME  BENEFIT.  WHEAT  ALONG 
Bi ROGER  Range  showing  effects  of  winter  blight,  from  i  damage  to  enough  to 
CAUSE  reseeding  parts  of  fields.  Feed  shortage  not  so  acute. 

GLACIER;  Seasonably  cold  weather  during  most  of  week.  Two  warm,  gcod  growing 

,  .  days.  Snow  and  showers.  Frost  practically  every  night.  Farmers  able 

To  GET  INTO  fields  ONLY  ABOUT  HALF  OF  WEEK.  ABOUT  40^o  GRAIN  SEEDED,  V/HEAT 
planted  TWO  WEEKS  AGO  NUT  UP  YET  DUE  TU  COLD  WEATHER,  TrEES  NOT  LEAFED  OUT, 

Grass  doing  better  than  other  crops  but  slov,^.  Few  gardens  planted.  Fewer  live¬ 
stock  LOSSES  BUT  still  ABOVE  NORMAL, 

GOLDEN  V/iLLEY  &  MUSSELSHELL;  Precipitation  for  the  week  was  ,33  of  an  inch, 

with  much  heavier  rain  west  anu  north  of  here. 
Growing  conditions  are  good  although  nights  still  continue  cold,  and  uaYs  cool. 
Crops  all  reported  in  splendid  condition,  winter  wheat  stuoling  to  good  advan¬ 
tage  AND  spring  grains  DOING  FINE  WITH  MOST  OF  SEEDING  COMPLETED,  HaY  CROPS 
ARE  ALSO  MAKING  A  GOOD  START,  The  PROSPECTS  FOR  CROP  ARE  THE  BEST  SINCE  1927 
IN  THESE  TWu  COUNTIES.  LIVESTOCK  CONDITIONS  ARE  IMPROVING  WITH  GRASS  COMING 
ALONG  NICELY.  LAMBING  IS  ABOUT  COMPLETED, 

HILL;  Precipitation;  .Sl  inches  during  the  past  week.  Heavy  precipitation 

ON  Tuesday  del/^yed  seeding  operatu^ns  c  iins  i  dera  bly  .  of  the  wheat 

SEEDED  IN  Hill  County.  70^o  of  the  feed  crops  seeded  to  date.  Continued  cold 

WEATHER  CAUSES  SLOW  GRASS  GROWTH.  LIVESTOCK  IMPF.'OVING  SLOWLY,  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR, 

JUDITH  BASIN;  Considerable  moisture  past  week  making  soil  too  wet  for  farming 

IN  MANY  INSTANCES.  REMAINS  TOO  CoOL  YET  AT  NIGHT  FOR  GOOD  GROW¬ 
ING  cdnoitions.  Very  regent  winter  killing  quite  apparent  in  western  part  of 
COUNTY  near  foothills  AND  CONSIDERABLE  RESEEDING  IN  THAT  AREA  WILL  NEED  TO  BE 
DONE.  Remainder  of  county  has  pulled  through  in  good  shape.  Most  of  the  spring 
GRAIN  is  now  in  the  GROUND  UUT  SEEDING  WILL  CONTINUE  FOR  OR  THREE  WEEKS  AT 

LEAST,  Feeding  of  hay  and  concentrates  have  fallen  (>ff  cC'Ns  i  der  a  bly  in  many 
INSTANCES.  Range  is  very  backward  but  stock  have  been  put  out  tC'  range  in  many 
parts  of  the  county.  Losses  are  nc!T  as  common  as  they  have  been  in  the  past 
FEW  weeks.  Farm  labor  pretty  much  in  demand. 

LAKE;  Today  windy  but  larger  part  of  the  week  has  been  v^arm  favoring 

material  growth  in  crops.  As  far  as  can  be  told  the  beet  and 
other  crops  have  nut  been  damaged  bY  the  heavy  frost  that  occurred  one  or  two 
nights.  There  have  been  occasional  showlrs.  Beet  seeding  is  about  complete 
although  there  remains  considerable  spring  wheat  to  uE  seeded.  The  beet 

ACREAGE  WILL  BE  INCREASED  THIS  YEAR  AND  TOTAL  ACREAGE  SEEDED  WILL  BE  LARGE 
because  of  the  prospects  fur  a  good  CRCiP  AND  A  GOOD  PRICE  AND  ALSO  BECAUSE  OF 
THE  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  NEW  SETTLERS,  The  LARGER  FLoCKS  ARE  PRACTICALLY  THROUGH 
LAMBING  and  SHEARING  HAS  BEEN  DO^E  TO  A  LARGE  EXTENT.  ALL  LIVESTOCK  IMPROVING 

IN  FLESH.  Labor  Is  plentiful.  ihird  payment  Corn-Hug  contracts  received  and 
THE  LARGEST  PART  OF  FEDERAL  BeeT  PAYMENTS  HAVE  BEEN  RECEIVED  BY  THE  GROWERS, 

A  LARGE  NUMBER  OF  WHEAT  CONTRACT  SIGNERS  HAVE  RECEIVED  THEIR  DELAYED  PAYMENTS 
RECENTLY, 

LE'/VI3  &  CLARK:  Unseasonably  cold  weather  with  freezing  temperatures  at  night. 

One  light  snow  during  the  week.  Spring  seeding  about  bO/o 

COMPLETED  AND  FROM  TWO  TO  THREE  V.'EEKS  LATER  THAN  LAST  YEAR,  A  SMALL  AMOUNT  OF 
SPRING  GRAIN  IS  COMING  UP.  WINTER  WHEAT  MAKING  FAIR  GROWTH  BUT  WILL  BE  WEEDY 
IN  MANY  PLACES.  IRRIGATION  IN  FULL  SWING.  CoLD  WEATHER  HAS  PREVENTED  RAPID 
MELTING  OF  SNOW  WITH  THE  RESULT  THAT  IRRIGATION  WATER  WILL  LAST  LONGER  IN  THE 
GROWING  SEASON  THAN  IT  DID  LAST  YE/,R,  SOME  FEEDING  OF  LIVESTOCK  IS  STILL 
NECESSARY  AS  THE  CRASS  GROWTH  IS  SHORT,  RANGES  GREENED  UP  DURING  THE  WEEK  AND 
IT  IS  EXPECTED  THaT  PLENTY  UF  GRASS  WILL  BE  AVAILABLE  AS  SOC^N  AS  A  FEW  WARM 
DAYS  COME, 

MISSOULA;  Two  good  showers  during  week,  Colc-.  nights.  Several  nights 

heavy  frost.  Days  medium  CB(iL,  All  crops  making  satisfactory 
GROWTH  EVEN  THOUGH  SEASON  IS  LATE.  SOIL  MOISTURE  CONDITIONS  ARE  FAIR  TO  GOOD. 

BOfo  OF  SPRING  GRAIN  PLANTED.  7b^j  OF  SUGAR  BEETS  PLANTED,  PASTURES  IMPROVED 
MATER  1  ally . 

PARK;  Prevailing  v/eather  more  favoraiile  the  past  week  permitting, 

EXTENSIVE  SEEDING,  CRC'P  CONDITIONS  GOOD.  APPROXIMATELY  60‘/o  OF 
calving  IS  OVER  AND  LIVESTOCK  ARE  BEING  PUT  ON  LOWER  SUMMER  RANGES,  LARGE 
SUPPLIES  OF  SNOW  IN  THE  MC^UNTAINS  WILL  PREVENT  CATTLE  GCiING  TO  THE  HIGHER 
GRAZING  areas  UNTIL  LATER  THAN  USUAL.  LABOR  SITUATION  GtOD* 

PHILLIPS:  .47  inch  precipitation  at  Malta  with  heavier  rainfall  reported 

IN  other  sections.  Warmer  weather  and  mure  favorable  growing 
conditions.  Bulk  of  crops  in.  Some  feed  crops  and  cc'RN  remain  to  be  planted. 
Early  seeded  grains  making  good  growth.  Alfalfa  seeded  last  year  coming 
through  in  good  shape  wherever  stands  were  secured.  Beet  planting  in  the  valley 
practically  completed  and  Rain  this  week  sufficient  to  bf'ing  them  up.  Range 
grass  improving  rapidly  after  rain.  Stock  still  in  poor  tc.  fair  conditi(/n. 
Lambing  practically  completed  under  goc-d  conditions.  Most  losses  due  to  lack 
OF  vitality,  Wo  demand  for  lab(jr, 

PONDERA:  Weather  cool  and  cloudy  majc.f,  pcrtion  of  the  w'eek  with  inter- 

MITTENT  SUNSHINE.  LIGHT  SHOWERS  DUFMNG  MIDDLE  PORTION  wF  THE 

'WEEK.  Wheat  seedings  have  proceelEij  under  prlssuf<’e  anfj  long  hours  especially 
IN  the  Eastern  half  of  the  county  and  many  farmers  in  the  Western  half  are  now 

BEGINNING  TO  PLANT,  PLANTING  OF  FEED  CRuPS  .BEGINNING  WHEFE  WHEAT  SEEDINGS 
COMPLETED  TO  THE  EXTENT  OF  APPROXIMATELY  20^5.  CONSIDERABLE  INTENDED  PLANTING 
OF  FLAX,  BARLEY  AND  MALTING  BARLEY  IS  ANTICIPATED,  PASTURES  CUMING  SLOW  DUE  TO 
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LAOK  OF  HEAT  CHIEFLY,  AND  V/E  ANTICIPATE  CONSIUERADLE  GROV/TH  V/ 1  TH  THE  ADVENT  OF 
MORE  SUNSHINE.  SOME  LIVESTOCK  SUFFERING  FROM  MALNUTRITION  DUE  TO  OLD  GRASS 
AND  SHORT  NEVi/  GRASS  AND  REFUSING  TO  EAT  GOOD  V/INTER  FEED,  LABOR  BALANCED. 

PRAIRIE:  Past  week  been  cool  with  scattered  showers.  Growing  conditions 

IMPROVED.  Crops  put  in  before  the  rains  are  up  and  look  good. 

However,  planting  has  l>een  late  due  to  cC'Ld  weather.  Most  (t  the  farmers  just 
POTTING  IN  their  MINIMUM  REQUIREMENTS  Of  THEIR  V.HEAT  ALLOTMENT  CONTRACTS,  AND 
MANY  Farms  have  been  abandoned.  Grass  beginning  to  come  (jUT,  stockmen  still 
FEEDING  hay  AND  CONCENTRATES,  OVER  3b00  Tt^NS  OF  HAY  PURCHASED  PAST  SEASON. 

RlOiLANO:  Approximately  3/4  of  an  inch  of,  moisture,  gre/tly  improving  mcisture 
CONDITIONS.  Approximately  f  3/4  inches  have  fallen  in  the  last  two 
WEEKS,  bringing  MOISTURE  CONbITI(.NS  TO  ABOUT  6  INCHES  IN  SOLi  AND  16-18  INCHES 
ON  FARM  LAND,  MAKING  MORE  MolSTURE  AT  (- N  E  TIME  THAN  WE  HAVE  HAD  IN  THREE  OR 
FOUR  YEARS.  The  SEASON  IS  APPROXIMATELY  ONE  MONTH  BEHIND  NORMAL  SPRING  IN  THIS 

AREA.  Very  little  seeding  accomplished  last  week  and  still  a  great  PORTION  OF 

WHEAT  TO  BE  PLANTED.  SuME  FEED  C Ru PS  PLANTED  INCLUDING  BARLEY  AND  OATS  AND 
NEXT  week  SOME  GROWERS  VM  LL  BE  STARTING  TC^  PLANT  Ct'RN,  VVlTH  A  FEW  DAYS  OF  FAVOR¬ 
ABLE  WEATHER,  THE  BULK  OF  THE  BEETS  AS  WELL  AS  THE  WHFAT  WILL  BE  PLANTED, 

Present  moisture  conuitiuns  will  assure  us  that  all  crops  will  germinate  and 
GET  started  in  FINE  SHAPE.  The  RECENT  MOISTURE  CONDITIONS  WILL  GREATlY  IMPROVE 
RANGE  CONDITIONS  ALTHOUGH  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  RANGES  ARE  STILL  PO(/R  WITH  THE 
GRASS  JUST  GETTING  STARTEo.  Ko'i  LOSSES  IN  LIVESTOCK  To  aNY  EXTENT  HAVE  BEEN 
REPORTED.  A  SLIGHT  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR,  CONDITIONS  ARL  MUCH  MORE  FAVORABLE  FOR 
A  CROP  THAN  THEY  HAVE  BEEN  IN  THE  PAST  FOUR  YEARS  PR('V|DING  WE  GET  SOME  M(i  I S- 
TURE  LATER  ON  IN  MaY  AND  JUNE  TO  KEEP  THE  CROPS  GROWING, 

ROOSEVELT:  'With  an  inch  of  rain  since  May  1,  growing  conditions  are  much  improved, 
'JVe  now  have  ENOUGH  MOISTURE  TO  SPROUT  ALL  GRaIN,  GRASS  IS  MAKING 
GOOD  GROWTH.  So I L  BLOWEu  BADLY  MaY  5TH  AND  IS  STILL  BLOWING  IN  LIGHTER  SOIL 
AREAS.  '»A/HEAT  SEEDING  80/  COMPLETE.  A  FEW  FARMERS  UNABLE  TO  STaRT  BECAUSE  OF 
DELAYS  IN  SEED  LOANS.  ''A'HEaT  ACREAGE  WILL  RUN  FAR  BELC^W  NORMAL  [jUE  To  DROUTH 
CONDITIONS  AND  DELAYED  LOANS, 

ROSEBUD:  .25  inch  of  rain  fell  Monday,  V.'eathef;  has  been  cool.  Growing  condi- 

TioNs  fair.  Eighty  per  cent  of  small  grain  in  CRCiUNo.  Early  seeding 
UP  IN  good  shape.  i\l!NETY  FIVE  PER  CENT  OF  SUGAR  bLETS  IF’  THE  GROUND.  FoRTY 
PER  CENT  UP.  Corn  planting  has  started.  Alfalfa  m/,king  shw  growthw  Summer 

)  FALLOWING  STARTED.  LIVESTOCK  IN  GOOD  SHAPE,  GRASS  BACKWAR’D  BUT  CUMING  ALONG, 

'  North  range  shuRT  on  water  as  moisture  has  gi.ne  in  the  ground.  Mormon  cricket 

OUTBREAK  |N  SIX  TOWNSHIPS  IN  SOUTHERN  PART  Of  THE  COUNTY,  LOTS  OF  THEM, 

SANDERS:  No  precipitation.  Cloudy  coc^l  days  with  frosty  nights.  Very  back¬ 

ward  CROP  conditions.  90  per  cent  all  spring  planting  COMPLETED, 

:  Spring  grain  and  peas  coming  ,up.  Crops  shi-wing  very  little  growth.  Livestock 

IN  GOOD  CCNOITION.  RaNGE  PROSPECTS  VERY  POOR  ON  ACCCiUNT  OF  GRASS  HEADING  OUT 
WITH  VERY  LITTLE  GROWTH  AND  HEAVY  LO'SS  OF  MOISTURE.  SMALL  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR, 

I 

SHERIDAN:  .36  inch  rain  Plentywhod,  grass  growth  much  improved.  Heavy  wind 
DIO  SI'ME  damage  in  soil  t^LOWING.  FARMERS  REP('RT  MOISTURE  AS  DEEP 
AS  they  plow  4-6  INCHES  IN  SOME  AREAS.  OTHER  AREAS  HAVE  N(T  BEEN  AS  FORTUNATE. 
Cloudy  weather  has  slowe*  evaporation  except  for  one  windy  day.  All  crops 
growth  depends  on  MOISTURE  THAT  FALLS  FROM  NOV'  ON,  L.IVESTCCK  STILL  PuOR  BUT 
UNDCUu^TEuLY  WITHIN  A  FEW  WEEKS  Gf-'ASS  V,  I  LL  Ta  KE  CARE  (JF  THEM  IN  MOST  AREAS. 

LApOR  SITUATION  FAIR, 

STlLLvVATER:  Weather  Too  cool  for  good  plant  grf/wth.  Frost  several  nights  the 
PAST  WEEK.  Several  showers.  The  gfjeatlr  part  cf  the  winter 

WHEAT  IS  IN  GOOD  CONDITION.  SoivlE  SUG^R  BEETS  APE  oLINC  PLANTED,  FARMING 
OPERATIONS  are  SLOWED  UP  DUE  TO  RAINS.  LIVESTOCK  IN  FAIR  CONDITION.  LAMtilNG 
IN  FULL  SWING.  VeRY  LITTLE  PaSTUFJE  TO  BE  LEASED  IN  COUNTY.  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR, 

SWEET  GRASS:  ,20  precipitation,  weather  cold,  growing  conditiijNs  poor.  '.Vinter 

WHEAT  GOOD,  SOIL  COND|T|(iNS  GUl/D  FOR  SPRING  PLANTING,  SEEDING  IN 

FULL  SWING.  Conditions  generally  pour,  for  livestock.  They  are  on  grass. 
Considerable  h^ss  on  lambs  and  calves  on  account  of  v/lakness  caused  by  1934 
drouth.  Most  of  the  willing  labor  employed.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  showing 
up  in  various  localities, 

TETON:  Nine  hundredths  of  an  inch  precipitation  first  part  of  week  which 

stopped  wuRK  in  the  fields  for  a  day.  Growing  conuition  past  week 
VERY  POOR.  Winter  wheat  in  Eastern  part  of  the  county  cc.ming  through  in  good 
shape  while  that  in  the  Western  part  of  the  cf^unty  has  been  practically  lIOO 
per  cent  kill.  Practically  65  per  cent  of  spf^ing  wheaT  seeded  in  the  county 
but  very  little  is  up  due  to  poor  growing  conditions, 

TOOLE:  Several  light  storms  oufmng  week  making  it  impossible  tc.  «/ork 

FIELDS  three  DAYS  LAST  WEEK,  AbuUT  40/  OF  THE'  WHEmT  SEEDED  IN  THE 
COUNTY.  Farmers  taking  advantage  of  every  break  between  storms  to  get  in  all 

WHEAT  AND  OTHER  CROPS  POSSIBLE,  LaMB  LOSSES  HAVE  BEEN  FAIRLY  HEAVY  IN  MANY 

sections  of  The  county.  Sf^ME  grass  is  beginning  to  appear  the  last  week  and 
THE  feed  problem  IS  O.  .  LABUR  PLENTIFUL, 

VALLEY:  The  fore  part  ft  the  week  was  characterized  by  high  winds  and  a 

great  deal  of  SC'IL  blowing,  SFiAKING  36  HOUR  PAIN  BEGINNING  MfjNDAY 
NIGHT  IMPROVED  SOIL  C'iNDITIC'NS  MATERIALLY.  'WeaTHER  CONDITIuNS  HAVE  CONTINUED 

VERY  COOL.  Farming  operations  are  nfw/  in  full  swing.  Spring  wc.rk  ft  all  kinds 

PROGRESSING  RAPIDLY.  THIRTY  T(i  FORTY  PF  P  CENT  OF  Tl-' E  SEEDING  HAS  BEEN  COMPLETED. 

Very  heavy  losses  in  livestock  have  been  susthIned  during  the  week,  especially 

IN  loss  FiF  LaMBS  -  Sv)ME  EWES.  RaNGE  C  F' N  I  >  !  T  I  F)  N  S  HaVE  IMPROVED  MATERIALLY  SINCE 
RAIN.  No  LABOR  NEEDED. 
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WHEATLAND:  Colder  v/eather  early  part  of  the  week,  v[th  no  moisture,  miaking 

GROWING  CJNtJlTlONS  QUITE  POUR.  CHANGE  IN  V'EaTHER  TODAY  WITH  A 

general  fuin  over  must  OF  the  cc/Unty.  Spring  field  v;urk  in  progress  all  parts 
uF  COUNTY.  Livestock  in  fairly  gioo  condition.  Just  enough  grass  for  live¬ 
stock  TO  GET  BY  WITHOUT  FEEDING, 

/i/IBAUX:  Cool  wet;  weather.  Prec  I  p  itati  c/N  1.03  inch  fc>r  the  week.  Less 

than  50^*  OF  whemT  seeded.  Moisture  conditions  excellent  over 
ENTIRE  county.  EaRLY  PLANTED  WHEAT  IS  UP  IN  FINE  SHAPE.  TheRE  WILL  BE  AN 
INCREASE  IN  FEED  CROPS  PLANTED  IN  THE  COUNTY,  AND  ALSO  FLAX  IF  SEED  CAN  BE 

OBTAINED,  Spring  wheat  acreage  will  be  reduced  and  flax  substituted.  Seed 

FLAX  SCARCE.  GRASS  IS  STARTING  VERY  SL(<W  DUE  TO  Ct'LD  V^EATHER,  LIVESTOCK  IN 
FAIR  CONDITION,  BUT  MOST  FARMERS  ARE  NOT  ABLE  TO  BUY  ENOUGH  HAY, 

YELLOA'STONE :  Partly  clc  udy,  unslttled,  local  showers.  Prec  i  p i tat i (-n  ,82 
INCH.  Quite  warm  days  and  ci;ol  nights.  V/inter  wheat  making 

FAIR  GROWTH.  LARLY  SPRING  WHEAT  SHOWING  UP  WITH  GCOD  STAND.  ALFALFA  PASTURES 
AN'J.  RANGE  GRASS  MAKING  SOME  GROWTH,  BUT  v;aRMER  WEATHER  NEEDED  FOR  MAXIMUM 

GROWTH.  Acreage  of  ueets  seeded  so  far  very  small,  due  tc  controversy  between 
the  Company  and  Growers'  Asscjciation  over  satisfactory  contract,  LivestciCK 
IN  FAIR  CONDITION.  RaNGE  GRASS  SHOWING  FAIR  GROWTH.  She/.RING  OF  FARM  FLC’CKS 
OF  SHEEf-  started  ON  HuNTLEY  PROJECT, 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

Week  Ending  Tuesday,  May  21,  1935. 


Issued  jointly  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  Weather  Bureau. 

Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 

General  iniproveinent  in  the  growing  conditions  of  crops  was  reported  for  the  week  ending 
Tuesday,  r>Jay  21st.  Scattered  light  showers  early  in  the  wTek  were  followed  b.y  fairly  general  and 
moderate  to  heavy  rainfall  from  the  17th  to  the  19th.  A  few  central  and  eastern  di.strict.=;  received 
only  light  amounts.  Tlie  last  two  days  were  bright,  sunny,  and  warm,  and  ideal  for  good  crop 
growth.  Absence  of  frost  after  the  loth,  increased  sunshine,  and  higher  temperatures  were  par¬ 
ticularly  favorable. 

The  good  rains  kei)t  soils  in  moist  and  mellow  condition  and  assured  an  ample  supply  of 
moisture  for  crop.s  for  some  time.  A  few  areas  in  the  east,  however,  need  more  rain  to  keep  grains 
and  grass  coming  along  nicely,  and  to  fill  waterholes  that  are  low  or  dry.  Rains  accompanied  by 
rather  cool  temperature  for  their  duration  hampered  late  lambing  and  early  shearing.  Seeding  was 
held  up  from  one  half  to  three  days.  Soil  blowing  occurred  on  one  or  two  windy  da^vs  in  the  drier- 
east  ern  counties. 

Although  .spring  grain  seeding  is  lai’gclj'  completed,  some  will  continue  even  into  June. 
Where  w'et  fields  have  continually  hampered  seeding  operations,  as  in  a  few  central  counties,  it  is 
likely  that  late  grain  and  feed  crop.s  will  be  substituted  for  wheat.  Spring  plowing  and  summer-fal¬ 
lowing  were  temporarily  delayed  by  the  rains,  but  made  good  progress  with  the  return  of  warm,  dry 
weather.  Irrigation  ditches  ran  with  full  heads  of  water,  and  much  irrigation  was  done,  especially 
in  alfalfa  fields. 

Grains,  grass,  ami  fruit  continue  late,  but  their  progress  and  condition  during  the  past  week 
was  generally  reported  good.  A'intcr  wheat  continued  in  mostly  excellent  condition  in  the  west  and 
central  counti('«,  wlier('  it  was  reported  around  four  inches  high.  A  little  has  stooled  too  thickly, 
ajid  a  few  pr  or  or  backward  stands  have  become  badly  crowded  with  weeds.  Very  little  winter- 
wheat  is  left  in  C'ai-tcr  and  Fallon  Counties  because  of  -viirter-killing.  Spring  wheat  is  getting  a  splen¬ 
did  start  and  is  showiiig  mostly  even  stands,  Jdore  oats  and  barley  were  planted.  Corn,  bean,  and 
potato  planting  got  underway.  Beans  are  reported  -50  per  cent  planted  in  some  districts.  Corn  plant¬ 
ing  is  a  week  to  ten  days  late  compared  with  previoirs  years.  Early  planted  beets  made  excellent 
growth.  Tliinniug  will  start  next  week  in  the  earliest  fields.  IMost  gardens  have  been  planted,  al- 
tliough  conditions  were  not  altogether  favorable  until  the  i)ast  week.  Fruits  have  been  slow  to  blos¬ 
som,  but  are  now  near  the  general  blossoming  .stage. 

The  only  menace  of  insect  activity  has  been  in  connection  with  a  bad  infestation  of  Mormon 
crickets  in  Big  Horn  and  adjoining  countie.s.  Control  measures  for  this  pest  have  been  plamred  and 
are  already  being  practised.  Cutworms  are  doing  slight  damage.  Neither  gi-a.S3hoppers  nor  their  eggs 
have  been  found  to  any  extent,  and  it  may  be  that  the  cold,  late  spring  has  reduced  the possibilit}" 
of  any  serious  outbreak  from  that  direction. 

Range?  and  pastures  continued  to  improve.  Some  already  have  a  splendid  growth  of  grass; 
others  will  i-iced  another  two  weeks  to  produce  good  grass.  Moisture  is  generally  plentiful;  warm, 
sunny  weather  would  be  most  helpful  at  pre.sent.  Very  little  feeding  is  being  done,  practically  all 
livestock  being  turned  out  on  grass. 

Livestock  improved;  lo.sses  declined  to  a  negligible  point.  Lamb  and  calf  crops  have  been 
poor  to  exceptionally  good,  with  the  general  run  probabR’  somewhat  below  average. 


V'eEKLY  T,E.MPEK.\TnRE  AND  PRECIPITATION  DaTA 


Station 

Highest  temperature 

Lowest  temperature 

Total  Precipitation 

Billings  . 

79 

34 

0.90 

Bozeman  . 

70 

34 

1.31 

Cut  Bank  . 

.  .  /  3 

32 

0.93 

Glasgow  . 

78 

39 

0.37 

Gkmdive  . 

...  i  () 

42 

0.63 

Great  Falls . 

81 

37 

0.15 

Havre  . 

.  .  .  78 

3fi 

0.55 

HELENA  . 

.  .  .  7(3 

34 

0.21 

Kalisneil  . 

. . .  7() 

34 

0.50 

Lewistown  . 

.  .  .  (3 

30 

0.68 

Jibes  Citv  . 

78 

44 

0.16 

Jlissoula  . 

80 

32 

0.64 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  G.  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates. 


May  22,  1935. 
Helena,  Montana. 


The  following  county  summaries  of  chop  conditions  for  week  ending  May  [8,  !935, 

ARE  FURNISHED  THROUGH  THE  COURTESY  UF  DIRECTOR  J.  C.  TaYLOR,  MONTANA  STATE 

Extens ION  Service: 


BEAVERHEAD: 


OUT. 


Local  showers;  rain  Friday;  V'armeR  last  two  days.  Grass  fair;  seeding 
NOT  finished.  LaMUING  UNDEP^I  WhY.  FaIF-  grass;  all  LIVESTOCK  TURNED 


BIG  HORN:  -  Good  rains;  growing  conditions  good;  splendid  grass  growth.  V/inter 

WHEAT  IN  GOOD  SHAPE;  SF?<  ING  GRAIN  GETTING  SPLE;ND1D  START*  BEETS 
nearly  all  in  with  the  early  PLANTED  MAKING  SPLENDID  GPOWTH.  THINNING  WILL  START 
IN  ABOUT  A  week.  LIVESTOCK  IMPROVING  DAILY.  LaMB  I  N G  COMPLETED.  SHEARING  TO  BEGIN 

ABOUT  June  5th.  Mormon  crickets  are  a  threatening  pest  and  plans  are  under-  way  to 
combat  them  by  the  Indian  Service  and  Big  Horn  County. 


BLAINE;  -  General  showers.  General  heavy  rain  on  Friday  night.  Abundance  of 
moisture  in  all  section.s.  Growing  conditions  backward  due  to  cool 
weather.  Field  work  delayed  somewhat  this  v/eek  due  to  rain.  Practically  all  small 

GRAINS  ARE  NOW  SEEDED.  LIVESTOCK  SH'.  WS  SOME  ,t  M  P  RC  V  EME  N  T .  FEEDING  C- F  DRY  ROUGHAGE 
NOT  Now  NECESSARY.  RaNGE  FAIR.  HOWEVER,  GRASS  LATE  DUE  TO  CCLD  WEmTHER. 

CARBON:  -  Mostly  cloudy  with  PREquENT  showers.  ,82  inch  rainfall  for  the  week 
IN  Red  Lodge  vicinity.  Good  RaIns  in  Bridger  vicinity.  Grain  pinly 
partially  planted  in  the  Luther  community  while  most  crops  are  up  in  the  Clarks  Fork 
Valley.  Some  estimates  on  winter  wheat  killing  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county 
rate  the  loss  at  25^.  Livestock  in  good  ccnditiom.  Labor  situation  fair. 

CARTER-FALLON ;  Baker  .07  inch  precipitation.  Growth  slow.  Weather  cold.  Severe 
dust  storms  for  the  ,past  two  days.  Cultivated  land  seems  to  blow 

IMMEDIATELY  FOLLOWING  MOISTURE.  90/C>  OF  WINTER  WHEAT  IN  BOTH  FALLf)N  AND  CARTER  COUN¬ 
TIES  killed.  Reasons  unknown  and  old-timers  here  state  it  is  the  first  time  in  his¬ 
tory  that  winter  wheat  has  sprouted  and  then  died.  Practically  all  winter  wheat 

BEING  ABANOrjNED  WITH  MUCH  OF  IT  RE-SEEDED  TO  FEED  CROPS.  PRACTICALLY  ALL  OF  SPRING 
WHEAT  SEEDED  AND  CONSIDERABLE  BARLEY  AND  OATS  BEING  SELUED.  SdME  CORN  NOW  BEING 

SEEDED.  Good  percentage  of  lambs.  Cattle  imprc-ving.  Few  rlpofts  of  grasshoppers 
ALONG  CUSTER-FaLLON  COUNTY  LINE. 


CASCADE:  -  ,4i  inch  precipitation  recorded  at  Great  Falls.  Cool  and  cloudy  weathef. 

FREqUENT  showers  MaKIwG  it  IMPOSSIBLE  TO  CARRY  (;N  SPRING  SEEDING  OR 
SUMMERFALLOW  OPERATIONS.  SEEDING  OF  SUGAfP  BEETS  AND  SEED  PEAS  PRACTICALLY  COMPLETED, 

BUT  SPRING  Wheat  seeding  is  only  ab^  ut  65^!  complete.  Ranges  have  improved  and  live¬ 
stock  IN  FAIR  CONDITION.  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR. 

CHOUTEAU:  -  Good  growing  weather  with  show;efcs  that  temporarily  stopped  field  work. 

Winter  wheat  is  still  in  good  shapi;  but  many  fields  are  making  normal 
GROWTH.  Spring  seeding  of  small  grains  about  70^j  completed,  with  corn  and  garden 

PLANTING  JUST  BEGINNING.  LIVESTOCK  LOSSES  DUR  ING  THE  PAST  V/INTER  AND  S  PR  ING  WERE 
MUCH  HEAVIER  THAN  NORMAL,  CALF  CROP  BELOW  NORMAL  WHILE  LAMB  CROP  ABOUT  AVERAGE. 

Balanced  labor  supply., 

CUSTER-rOWDER  RIVER:  General  growing  conditions  fair.  Mope  rain  and  warmer  days 

NEEDED.  Precipitation  for  the  v^'eek  at  Miles  City  trace. 

Small  grain  planting  nearly  finished.  Some  grain  up  but  lack  of  wafm  days  delaying 
growth.  Moisture  conditions  fair  for  a  start,  but  more  rain  needed  to  guarantee 
A  CROP.  Mure  alfalfa  reported  killed.  Some  plants  attempting,  to  come  back  but  will 
depend  on  weather.  Alfalfa  hay  prospects  not  in  excess  of  normal.  V/ild  hay 
crop  outlook  good,  providing  more  rain  received.  Grass  dn  the  range  fair.  Condi¬ 
tions  generally  better  in  Powder  River  County  than  in  Custer  Cuunty  due  to  mc^re 
rain.  Range  in  Northern  Custer  Cou,nty  still  very  poof;.  Cattle  making  good  gains. 

Calf  crjp  so  far  appears  around  50/j  on  the  average,  probably  due  to  cows  not  breed¬ 
ing  LAST  summer.  Sheep  men  now  busy  lambing.  Lamb  crop  will  do  v/ell  to  make  65^0. 
Sheep  in  fair  condition. 

D.ANIELS:  -  1:^  inches  rain;  cold  and  cloudy  most  of  v.'eek.  Due  to  surface  moisture 

resulting  from  rains,  crop  prospects  much  brighter.  Grass  and  spring 

wheat  STARTING  GOOD.  QUITE  A  ts  I  T  OF  SEEDING  NC»T  YET  DUNE.  GENERAL  CONDITION  OF 
LIVESTOCK  THIN,  fiO  SHORTAGE  UR  SURPLUS  LA  oOR.  SOIL  BLO'WING  BADLY  LAST  TWO  DAYS. 

DAWSON:  -  Cool  with  considerable  wind  throughout  the  week,  but  only  scattered 

moisture.  Seeding  well  along  to  completion.  Some  reduction  in  amount 
THIS  YEAR.  Large  number  of  fields  showing  green;  a  good  Root  system  is  developing. 
vVeeds,  particularly  Russian  thistle,  do  not  appear  to  be  develciping  as  fast  as  crops. 
Grass  supply  continues  small.  Lambing  conditions  more  favorable  this  week  than  last, 
AND  the  percentage  uElNG  SAVED  IS  HOLDING  UP. 

FERGUS:  -  Precipitation  ,32  inch.  Mostly  clouuY.  Winter  wheat  still  improves 

IN  CONDITION.  The  growth  IS  NCW  about  four  INCHES  HIGH  IN  MOST  FIELDS 
AND  JUST  AS  NEAR  A  lOO^o  STAND  AS  ANYONE  COULD  ASK  FOR.  SPRING  WHEAT  SEEDllMG  IS 
PROGRESSING  qu  I TE  RAPIDLY,  PROBABLY  755  b  SEEDED.  ALL  RANGE  LIVESTOCK  ARE  BEGINNING 
TO  PICK  UP  RAPIDLY  AND  MOST  LO-SSES  ARE  STOPPED.  LABOR  SITUATION  ABOUT  THE  SAME. 

FLATHEAD:  -  Two  or  three  warm  rains;  growing  conditions  ideal  except  in  northern 
end  of  county  WHEF:E  IT  STILL  STAYS  COLO  AND  FR(iSTS  AT  NIGHT.  CROP 
CONDITIONS  EXCELLENT.  PEAS  AND  SPRI-NG  GRAINS  GROWING  RAPIDLY.  SEEDING  ALMOST  ALL 
COMPLETED.  PASTURES  AND  ALFALFA  GRl-WING  RAPIDLY.  SOME  EARLY  POTATOES  UP  AT  THE 

southern  end  of  county.  Fruit  trees  leafing  out.  Some  cherries  in  blossom.  Live¬ 
stock  ALL  IN  GOOD  SHAPE,  LABUR  SITUATION  SATISFACTORY. 

GALLATIN:  -  Cloudy;  cool.  Slight  precipitation  until  latter  part  of  week.  Cool 

WEATHER  RETARDING  ALFALFA  AND  PASTURE,  BUT  WINTER  AN,  D  SPRING  GRAIN  IS 

Making  fair  growth.  V/i  th  exceptK'n  of  southeast  section  ct  the  valley,  sfr  ing 
SEEDING  is  nearing  COMPLETION.  ThE  SECTION  MENTIONED  IS  STILL  DELAYED  BECAUSE  MOIS¬ 
TURE  IN  SOIL.  North-central  section  has  been  dry.  Pange  lambing  practically  com¬ 
pleted,  AND  SHEARING  OF  FARM  FLOCKS  HAS  STARTED. 

GLACIER;  -  Frosts  every  night  first  half  of  week.  V/armer  weather  latter  days. 

Scattered  showers  throughciut  week;  considerable  moisture  in  some 

LOCALITIES,  very  LITTLE  IN  OTHERS.  FARMERS  IN  SOUTHERN  PART  OF  COUNTY  GOT  IN  A 
GOOD  WEEK  OF  FIELD  OPERATIONS;  SEVERAL  ARE  NOW  THRC'UGH  SEEDING  AND  STARTED  SUMMER- 
FALLOWING,  WHILE  IN  SOME  LOCALITIES  20  MILES  DISTANT  THEY  ARE  JUST  GETTING  STARTED 
WITH  SEEDING.  RaNGE  GRASS  IS  GR0V;/1NG  SLOWLY;  NEEDS  MOF'E  SUNSHINE  ALONG  WITH  M(i  I  STUR  E  . 

Cattle  improving.  Lambing  continuing. 


(Conti nued  on  Page  2) 


\ 


Comments  by  Counttes  -  Page  2. 

GOLDEN  VALLEY  aNO  MUSSELSHELL;  Precipitation  here  «39  of  an  inch,  with  heavier 

-  RAINS  IN  OTHER  SECTIONS  OF  BOTH  COUNTIES.  GROWING 

CONttiTIONS  IMPROVING  VHTH  WARMER  WEATHER.  ALL  CROPS  IN  VERY  GOOD  CONDITION  WITH 
ABOUT  65)!b  OF  SEEDING  COMPLETED.  V/INTER  WHEAT  VERY  GOOD.  LIVESTOCK  MORTALITY 
GREATER  THAN  IN  PAST  YEARS,  WITH  A  GREAT  LOSS  IN  CALVES  AND  LAMBS  THIS  YEAR.  AlL 
LIVESTOCK  WILL  SOON  BE  ON  GRASS.  SURPLUS  OF  LABOR. 

HILL;  -  .82  inch  precipitation.  More  favorable  growing  conditions.  90^o  of 

THE  CROP  seeded.  PLANTING  OP  CORN  IS  STARTING.  GRASS  MAKING  MORE 
RAPID  GROWTH.  LIVESTOCK  IMPROVING.  S^IRPLUS  OF  LABOR. 

JUDITH  BASIN;  Precipitation  in  general  preventing  field  work  about  half  the  time. 

- General  grow  in g  cond i ti ons  are  very  slow.  Plenty  of  moisture  in  the 

soil.  Spring  wheat  is  coming  upslow.  Approximately  8^.  of  the  winter  wheat  in  the 
county  has  cume  through  in  good  shape.  Hay  and  forage  is  slow  in  getting  started 

AND  ALFALFA  SHOWS  WINTER  KILLING  IN  SEVERAL  AREAS.  PRACTICALLY  ALL  THE  LlVESTOflK 
ARE  ON  RANGE  NOW  BUT  THE  NATIVE  RANGE  WILL  NOT  REACH  FULL  CARRYING  CAPACITY  FOR 

SOME  time.  Labor  situation  unchanged. 

LAKE;  -  The  sun  shone  most  of  week  and  crops  made  excellent  growth,  a  few 

SHOWERS  HAVE  HELPED  MOISTURE  CONDITIONS  THAT  ARE  NONE  TOO  GOOD  IN 

some  sections.  Seeding  is  about  completed.  Trees  are  leafing  out  and  cherries 

COMING  into  BLOSSOM.  PASTURES  IN  GOOD  SHAPE  AND  LIVESTOCK  MUCH  IMPROVED  IN  FLESH. 

Lambing  and  shearing  about  completed  in  the  larger  flocks.  Labor  very  plentiful, 

LEWIS  &  CLARK;  A  LITTLE  warmer  THIS  WEEK.  SEVERAL  SHOWERS  HAVE  OCCURRED  IN  DIFFER- 
ENT  PARTS  OF  THE  COUNTY.  ThE  HeLENA  STATION  REPORTED  A  TOTAL  OF 
.26  INCH  RAIN.  Most  of  the  spring  seeding  lf  grains  has  been  completed.  Potato 

PLANTING  WAS  MuSTLY  COMPLETED.  &RAIN  CROPS  GENERALLY  MAKING  GC'OD  START.  RANGE 

GRASS  Making  slow  growth,  but  in  most  places  will  now  support  the  livestock  without 
additional  feed.  Most  of  the  ranges  have  more  moisture  than  last  year  and  excellent 
grass  is  expected  when  the  weather  warms  up  a  little  Mure. 

MISSOULA:  -  Cool  and  cloudy  must  of  week.  Some  frost;  one  good  rain  general  over 
COUNTY.  Season  continues  2  to  3  weeks  later  than  normal.  Crops 
GROW'1  NG  slowly  ,  ABOUT  85^  TO  90^o  OF  S  W  ING  SEEDING  C(JMPLETED.  SOIL  MOISTURE  CONDI¬ 
TIONS  GOOD.  Grass  is  growing  slowly  but  pastures  are  improving, 

PHILLIPS;  -  Heavy  rains  late  this  afternoon.  Warmer  and  moi^e  favorable  grcwing 
CONDITIONS.  Rains  covered  central  part  of  county.  Most  farmers 
finished  seeding  wheat  and  working  on  feed  and  other  late  cgops.  Moisture  condi¬ 
tions  good  except  in  southwest  PORTltm  OF  COUNTY.  CRCP  PROSPECTS  BETTER  THAN  LAST 
FIVE  YEARS.  Range  improved  over  last'weLk,  Condition  of  livestock  ab(jut  same. 

Losses  of  lambs  and  calves  repofteo  above  normal.  No  demand  for  labor. 

PDN-DERA  :  -  Ra  I- N  -  FOREPART-  OF  the  WEEK  AND  GENERAL  PAIN  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY  ON 

Thursday  night  of  this  week.  All  farming  operations  have  ceas^ed 

AND  probably  WILL  NOT  CONTINUE  UNTIL  MONDAY  OF  NEXT  WEEK.  APPROXIMATELY  55^0  OF 
WHEAT  HAS  BEEN  SEEDED  AND  LIES  CHIEFLY  IN  THE  EAST  END.  MaNY  FARMERS  IN  THE  WEST 

END  ARE  UNABLE  TO  GET  INTO  THE  FIELDS  AND  THIS  WILL  MEAN  RETARDED  SEEDINGS  CARRYING 

them  well  INTO  THE  FIRST  PART  OF  JUNE.  WaRM  RAIN  ON  THURSDAY  MATERIALLY  AIDED  GRASS. 
All  PASTURE  AND  hay  CROPS  BEGINIjING  to  SHOV.'  splendid  GROWTH.  LaBUR  BALANCED  AT  THE 
PRESENT*  T  I  ME  . 

PRAIRIE;  -  No  precipitation.  Past  week  cold  and  windy.  Early  seeded  wheat  is 

GOOD,  BUT  MOST  OF  THE  SEEDING  WILL  BE  LATE.  LIVESTOCK  IS  IN  FAIR 

condition.  Lambing  is  undef<  way,  with  fair  prospects.  Hay  from  Gca/ ernment  is  go¬ 
ing  out  rapidly,  but  stocks  on  hand  V.  ill  be  ample.  Supply  cf  labor  sufficient. 

RICHLAND;  -  The  present  week  very  favorable  fuf;  crop  work.  At  the  present,  moisturi 
at  a  depth  of  approximately  16  to  18  inches.  Seeding  of  small  grains 

and  sugar  beets  has  continued.  about  75^0  T(>  80/j  of  all  the  wheat  planted  to  date. 

Cool  weather  delayed  corn  planting  approximately  a  week  or  ten  days.  Grass  on  range 

SLOW  IN  STARTING  AND  IT  WILL  STILL  BE  A  WEEK  OR  TEN  DAYS  UEFCiRE  THERE  IS  VERY  MUCH 
feed  ALTHOUGH  A  GOOD  MANY  OF  THE  FARMERS  ARE  TURNING  THEIR  LIVESTOCK  OUT  ON  THE  RANGE 

Livestock  are  in  thin  condition.  Labor  plentiful. 

ROOSEVELT:  -  Rain  early  in  the  week  brought  total  J.25  inches  for  May  for  eastern 

COUNTY  points.  SOIL  IN  GOOD  CONDITION  F  R  SPROUTING  GRAIN.  EXCELLENT 
CROP  CONDITIONS  AND  EVEN  STANDS  ARE  THE  RULE.  CUOL  WEaTHER  MUST  OF  THE  WEEK  WITH 
WARMER  DAYS  AT  THE  CLOSE  OF  THE  WEEK.  GRASS  MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH  AND  CATTLE  ARE  NOW 
TURNED  OUT  ON  MOST  FARMS.  MANY  FARMERS  PLOWING  AND  STARTING  STRIP  FARMING  OPERATIONS 
Heavy  demand  for  seed  and  feed  crops.  All  livestock  thin. 

ROSEBUD:  -  Scattered  showers  of  little  cuNSEquENCE.  High  winds  over  county  Thurs- 
day.  Last  two  days  c-f  week  warm.  V/inter  v/heat  over  the  entire  area 

LOOKS  VERY  GOOD.  SPRING  GRAIN  THAT  WAS  IN  EARLY  IS  UP  IN  FINE  SHAPE.  CUTV/ORMS 
doing  damage  in  some  LOCALITIES.  BEETS  ARE  GENERALLY  IN  GOOD  SHAPE.  ALFaLFA  LOSSES 
DUE  To  drouth,  INSECTS  AMq  LaTE  WINTER  KILL  ARE  MUCH  HEAVIER  THAN  FIRST  REPORTED. 

In  some  SECTIONS  50  to  90^o  kill  reported.  Grass  making  Gocio  growth.  All  livesT(X)k 
IN  GOOD  shape.  Lamb  losses  have  been  heavy  due  to  cc(Ld  cloudy  weather.  A  few  grass¬ 
hoppers  HAVE  been  reported.  CONTROL  WORK  STARTED  IN  MoRMON  CRICKET  AREA. 

SHERIDAN:  -  Rain  .64  inch;  cool,  slow  growing  condituns  fair  for  wheat;  cloudy  mos^ 
of  week.  Grass  is  still  growing  slow,  but  with  a  few  warm  days  will 
"shoot  up".  weather  prevailed  throughout  the  week  v;ith  very  little  sunshine. 

From  60  to  70^  of  wheat  in.  Crop  depends  on  rainfall  during  the  growing  season. 
Livestock  improving.  Labor  situation  good. 

STILLWATER;  -  CuoL  weather  accompanied  by  rains;  snow  in  sc uth  part  of  the  county. 
Territory  both  north  and  south  of  the  valley  received  more  precirita- 
tiln  than  in  the  valley  proper.  Precipitation  rcip  the  week  ,94  inch.  Grass  making 
Guuo  growth  considering  cool  we/vTheR.  Too  wet  fop  field  wcrk  except  fur  occasional 
half  days.  Vi/inter  wheat  in  good  condition.  There  are  IvEports  of  alfalfa  killing 
due  to  last  year's  oruuth.  Livestock  in  fair  condition  with  some  stockmen  still 
feeding.  Some  losses  of  lambs  during  storm  the  past  week.  Surplus  of  labor. 

(Conti nued  on  Page  3. ) 
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SWEET  GRASS:  Precipitation  1,3b  inches.  Soil  in  good  condition.  Spring  seeding 

IN  FULL  SWING.  WINTER  WHEAT  GROWING  SLOWLY.  SPRING  WHEAT  COMING  UP 
WITH  GOOD  STANDS.  LIVESTOCK  IN  POOR  CONDITION  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  SLOW  GROWING  CONDITION 

ON  Range.  All  livestock  on  grass.  Labor  situation  improved.  All  available  labor 
at  work,  a  much  better  prospect  for  a  crop  and  range  conditions  than  for  several 
years  past.  Grasshoppers  and  crickets  showing  up  in  various  parts  of  county, 

TETON:  -  Forty-four  hundredths  inch  precipitation  for  week  in  several  showers 

;;  which  held  up  wo/RK  in  the  field.  Very  poor  growing  weather.  About 

85^0  OF  WHEAT  seeded.  EARLY  SEEDED  SPRING  WHEAT  IS  UP,  GRASS  COMING  RATHER  SLOW— 
ALTHOUGH  PLENTY  OF  MOISTURE  IN  STORE.  LIVESTOCK  IN  FAIR  CONDITION.  LABOR  SITUA¬ 
TION  Is  ALL  Rl GHT. 

TOOLE:  -  Weather  cool  past  week;  Rains  throughout  county  twice.  Cool  wlather 

AND  RAINS  retarding  SEEDING,  BUT  bQFjo  OF  WHEAT  IS  IN..  Ra  NG  E  HAS  IM¬ 
PROVED  CONSIDERABLY  WITH  COMING  OF  NEW  GRASS.  LaBUR  PLENTIFUL.  STILL  ONE  HUNDRED 
FIFTY  UNPAID  WHEAT  CONTRACTS  MAKING  SPRING  SEEOING  FINANCE  DIFFICULT. 

VALLEY:  -  Somewhat  warmer  first  two  days.  The  latter  part  of  the  week  cool 

and  high  winds.  Vi/EATHER  CONDlTIl-iNS  ARE  qONTINUlNG  VERY  COOL.  SPRING 
wheat  BEGINNING  TO  COME  UP  IN  SOME  SECTIONS.  ABOUT  7b^'.  OF  SPRING  WORK  IS  COMPLETED, 

Range  conditions  are  continuing  to  improve.  Lame  losses  mot  quite  so  heavy  this 
week.  f\io  labor  needed. 

WHEATLAND:  -  Moisture  conditions  in  the  county  greatly  improved  during  past  week. 

Rain  fell  generally  over  the  county.  The  pf ec i pi tati on  amounted  to 

APPROXIMATELY  ONE-HALF  INCH  DURING  THE  WEEK.  SPRING  SEEDING  IS  NEARLY  COMPLETED 

IN  the  county.  While  the  season  is  late  and  backv.ard,  crops  are  generally  in  good 
CONDITION.  Livestock  in  the  county  is  in  very  good  condition.  Lambing  is  well 
advanced  with  a  number  of  sheepmen  completed  with  their  lambing.  Lamb  crops  this 
year  are  exceptionally  GOOD  Due  to  rains  and  warmer  weather  during  the  past  week, 

FEED  ON  THE  RANGE  IS  GREATLY  IMPROVED. 

WIBAUX:  -  Cold  damp  weather  during  the  week.  About  70/j  of  wheat  planted. 

Wheat  acreage  will  be  reduced  because  o;f  late  season.  V/eather  too 
cold  for  good  growing  conditiuns.  Grain  and  geaes  is  grov/ing  very  slow.  Feed  crops 

AND  ACREAGE  WILL  BE  INCREASED.  LIVESTOCK  [N  FAIR  CONDITION.  ThE  WEATHER  HAS  BEEN 
discouraging  for  LAMBING,  WITH  CONSIDERABLE  LOSSES  REPORTED.  LaBC^R  BALANCED, 

YELLOWSTONE:  Weather  unsettled  most  of  the  v/eek;  warmef:;  showers  Sunday  night, 

Monday,  Friday  night  and  Saturday,  Total  precipitation  1,5  inches. 
Excellent  growing  weathef*:  for  wheat  and  other  grains  as  well  as  pastures,  alfalfa 
and  range  grass.  Spring  wheat  made’ good  growth.  Majority  of  spring  wheat  is  up 
with  good  stand.  About  50^  of  the  bean  acreage  has  been  seeded.  Still  some  acreage 

IN  beans,  CORN,  LATE  OaTS  ,  AND  BARLEY  TO  BE  PLANTED.  LIVESTOCK  IN  FAIR  CC'NDITION., 

Range  grass  pastures  in  excellent  condition. 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 
Weather  Bureau - Bureau  of  Agricultural  Economics 


REPORT  OF  WEATHER  AND  CROP  CONDITIONS  IN  MONTANA 

Week  Ending  Tuesday,  May  28,  1935. 


Issued  jointly  by  the  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates  and  the  Weather  Bureau. 

Offices:  Fourth  Floor,  Federal  Office  Building,  Helena,  Montana. 

Weather  conditions  for  the  most  part  were  higldy  favorable  for  good  crop  growtli  and  a  rapid 
advance  of  farm  work  during  the  week  ending  Tuesday,  May  28th.  Considerable  cloudiness  prevail¬ 
ed  at  times,  but  bright,  sunny  skies  predominated.  Cool  nights  were  marked  by  local  light  frosts  in 
some  instances.  Light  hail  occurred  in  a  few  scattered  districts  but  did  no  damage.  Local  showers 
were  of  considerable  benefit  to  crops  and  brought  about  deeper  penetration  of  soil  moisture  than  has 
existed  for  months  in  parts  of  the  State  east  of  the  Divide.  In  other  parts  moisture  conditions  re¬ 
mained  about  the  same,  and  were  considered  fairly  ample  for  present  needs.  A  few  east-central  dis¬ 
tricts  are  short,  however,  and  local  burning  will  likely  result  with  the  first  hot  weather. 

Farmers  made  good  progress  with  plowing  and  summer-fallowing  operations.  Some  continued 
busy  with  seeding  of  forage  crops,  corn,  potatoes,  and  flax.  Considerable  flax  is  being  planted  where 
long  delay  has  been  encountered  in  attempting  to  seed  wet  fields  to  earlier  varieties  of  grain.  Corn 
planting  is  well  along.  There  was  some  reseeding  done  where  grain  fields  had  run  too  thickly  to  fan- 
weed,  or  had  been  ruined  by  hard  frosts  earlier  in  the  season.  Much  irrigation  was  done,  farmers 
in  a  few  districts  being  required  to  irrigate  to  bring  up  spring  sown  fields. 

Although  they  are  still  late,  all  crops  continue  to  look  good.  Winter  wheat,  rye,  and  spring 
sown  grains  made  fairly  rapid  and  good  growth  as  the  weather  Avarmed  and  sunshine  offered  further 
inducement  during  the  past  week.  Early  grains  have  stooled  well;  much  is  around  live  inches  high 
in  the  north.  Rye  is  reported  15  inches  high  in  the  north;  Avhile  some  winter  Avheat  is  18  inches 
high  in  the  Flathead  district.  Peas  are  coming  along  nicely  and  showing  good  stands.  Corn  and 
bean  rows  are  showing.  Grasses  and  alfalfa  have  especially  done  well  of  late,  although  a  few  areas 
scattered  about  the  State  continue  to  report  slow  progress.  Beets  are  showing  up  in  excellent  condi¬ 
tion.  Thinning,  blocking,  and  cultivation  are  underwajn 

Early  trees  and  shrubs  are  now  in  full  leaf;  late  varieties  are  coming  along  fast.  Fruits  have 
reached  the  full  blossom  stage,  with  weather  conditions  favorable  for  pollination.  Cherries  have 
nearly  finished  blossoming  in  the  Avest.  No  change  is  reporterl  in  connection  Avith  the  insect  sit¬ 
uation.  A  poisoning  campaign  for  Mormon  crickets  is  underAvay  in  Big  Horn  and  other  counties 
where  an  infestation  has  been  reported  for  some  time. 

Although  the  development  of  grazing  this  year  has  been  much  sloAver  than  usual,  ranges  have 
continued  to  improve  and  are  now  in  fairly  good  shape  with  few  exceptions.  Showers  and  plenty  of 
sunshine  and  higher  temperatures  have  been  of  great  help  this  last  Aveek  in  bringing  them  along 
fast.  Some  stands  of  grass  remain  thin  in  the  east  as  a  result  of  several  years  of  drought,  and  the 
particularly  devastating  one  of  last  year.  Late  varieties  of  grass  as  well  as  that  on  the  higher  and 
colder  ranges  have  started  groAvth. 

A  fcAV  livestock  are  still  in  poor  condition  in  the  east,  but  there  are  many  now  in  strong  con¬ 
dition,  with  practicallj"  all  IRestock  making  gain  during  the  last  Aveek.  Some  stock  are  being  moved 
to  summer  range.  Weather  conditions  were  favorable  for  shearing  farm  flocks;  shearing  of  range 
bands  has  not  started.  Some  lambing  continues,  although  most  lambing  is  through.  Rains  heavy 
enough  to  produce  good  run-off  are  needed  in  the  east  Avhere  Avaterholes  continue  Ioav  or  dry  and 
spring  rainfall  has  so  far  been  entirelj^  absorbed  by  the  soil. 

The  warmer  weather  brought  about  rapid  melting  of  mountain  snoAv  and  the  highest  stages 
in  streams  and  rivers  so  far  this  season.  Irrigation  Avater  continued  plentiful. 


MTekly  Temperature  and  Precipitation  Data 


Station 

Highest  temperature 

LoAvest  temperature 

I  Total  Precipitation 

Billings  . 

79 

40 

0.37 

Bozeman  . 

68 

34 

0.20 

Cut  Bank  . 

65 

32 

0.10 

Glasgow  . 

79 

33 

0.00 

Glendive  . 

80 

40 

0.30 

Great  Falls . 

76 

35 

0.03 

Havre  . 

74 

34 

0.08 

HELENA  . 

75 

36 

0.09 

Kalispell  . 

76 

34 

0.23 

LeAvistown  . 

70 

32 

0.30 

Miles  City  . 

78 

38 

0.10 

Missoula  . 

78 

34 

0.42 

W.  E.  Maughan,  Weather  Bureau. 

Jay  6,  Diamond,  Division  of  Crop  and  Livestock  Estimates. 


May  29,  1935. 
Helena,  Montana. 


The  Following  County  Summaries  of  Crop  Conditions  For  V/eek  Ending  May  25,  1935, 

Are  Furnished  Through  The  Courtesy  of  Directof;  J.  C.  Taylor,  Montana  State 
Extens ion  Service; 

BEAVERHEAD;  Rain  in  general  over  county  during  the  week.  Warmer  teoiperatures  ; 

good  growing  conditions.  Seeding  ncjT  finished;  alfalfa  starting; 
fair  to  Good  grass.  Livestock  picking  up;  lambing  losses  light  during  the  past 

WEEK; 

BIG  HORN;  -  Heavy  showers,  warmer  weather  and  better  growing  conditions  pf.evaileo 
during  the  week.  V/lNTLR  WHEAT  AND  SPRING  GRAINS  MAKING  RAPID  GROWTH 
AND  RANGE  IN  SPLENDID  SHAPE.  BeETS  MAKING  THE  MOST  UNIFoRN;  GROWTH  AND  Bl.ST 
STAND  IN  YEARS.  LARGE  ACREAGE  UF  F  O  F.  A  G  E  CROPS  PLANTED,  LiVESTt'CK  IN  GoOD  SHAPE, 
LAMBING  THROUGH,  CALF  CROP  FAIR.  UoRMuN  CRICKETS  STILL  MENACING.  CaMPaIGN  HAS 

started  To  contro'L  them, 

BLAliviE;  -  General  rains  in  all  parts  of  the  county  during  the  f(jre-part  of 

THE  WEEK,  also  ON  FRIDAY,  GROWING  CONDITIONS  ARE  VERY  FAVORABLE 
THROUGHOUT  THE  ENTIRE  COUNTY  FOR  ALL  CROPS.  SEEDING  IS  PRaCTICaLLY  COMPLETED 
WITH  THE  EXCEPTION  oF  LATE  FEED  CRuPS,  CROP  CONDITIONS  ARE  EXCELLENT,  LxCELLENT 
stands  .,F  beets  REPORTED.  LIVESTOCK  BEGINNING  TO  GAIN  SINCE  GETTING  ON  NEW  GRASS, 

Range  conditions  greatly  improved  over  last  week.  Calf  ci.op  about  normal.  Sheep 
ARE  being  Moved  Tu  summer  range.  General  livestock  conditions  very  good. 


CARBON:  -  Grain  making  fine  growth.  Some  graIn  yet  to  be 

AND  Luther  area.  Livestock  conditions  good. 


seeded  in  Red  Lodge 


Carter- FALLON ;  Precipitation  ,6b  of  an  inch  at  Baker,  Growing  conditions  fair 

due  to  several  warm  days,  Howlvlr,  it  is  still  cold  and  close  to 
freezing  nights.  High  wind  yesterday  with  scjme  dust  blowing  in  Carter  County, 
Practically  all  winter  wheat  being  re-seeded  at  this  time.  Lambing  practically 
completld  with  CuNSIderable  loss  due  to  cold,  wet,  winuy  weather.  Range  Condi¬ 
tions  are  ideal  as  far  as  grazing  is  conge  NED.  RANGE  GRASS  IN  CanTER  COUNTY 
EXCELLENT  WITH  SUFFICIENT  RANGE  FUR  ALL  LIVESTOCK  IN  THE  COUNTY,  WATER  HOLES 
are  a  LITTLE  SHURT  DUE  TO  THE  FACT  THAT  WITH  ALL  THE  RaIN  THAT  HaS  FALLEN  THERE 
HAS  BEEN  practically  NO  RUN-OFF  AND  ALL  MOlSTURL  HAS  GONE  FIGHT  IN  THE  GROUND, 

CHOUTEAU:  -  Good  growing  weaTher  during  week  with  scattered  shuwlrs,  V'/inter 

WHEAT  MAKING  RAPID  GROWTH  , BUT  WEEDS  THREATEN  THE  CROP  IN  SOME  SEC¬ 
TIONS.  Spring  seeding  of  all  crops  'dO'jj  completed.  Stock  is  now  in  strong  condi¬ 
tion.  Grass  crop  very  good  at  present. 


CUSTcR- POWDER  RIVER;  Precipitation  fof;  the  veek  at  Miles  City  ,23,  Occasional 

showers  still  adding  much  melded  moisture,  v/armer  days  im¬ 
proving  growing  conditions.  Some  early  spring  grain  up  and  doing  well.  Bulk 

0F._SE.EDJ  NG„  CO,MPLETEP»  ,,  CK'OP  STJ  LL  DEPENDENT  UN  RAINFALL  RECEIVED  FROM 

here  on.  Mos/  alfalfa  F  iTldS  s'tI  l'l'  SHOW'i  NG'A'“"FTfGH'  percentage"  of  ‘KIlLED  plants. 
Crop  generally  will  be  about  bO^:i  normal.  All  crops  in  the  irrigated  section 

LOOKING  well.  RaNGE  CONDITIONS  CONTINUE  TO  IMPRC^VE  DUE  TO  RECENT  LIGHT  RAINS, 
Later  grasses  just  now  starting,  Gf ass  in  Powder  River  County,  generally  better 
THAN  IN  Custer  County.  Grass  covefr  thinned  out  mure  or  less  by  drouth,  generally 
NOTICEABLE  OVER  ENTIRE  TWu  COUNTIES.  CaTTLE  PICKING  UP  EXCEPT  IN  HERDS  WINTERED 
ON  SCANTY  RATIONS  AND  NOW  ON  RATHER  POOR  RANGE.  UO  LOSSES  REPORTED,  SHEEP  PRAC¬ 
TICALLY  THROUGH  LAMBING, 


DANIELS:  -  Slow  drizzling  rains,  nearly  one-half  inch  and  very  little  evapora- 
TioN.  Growing  conditU/Ns  -  cool  and  cloudy,  but  last  tv/o  days  warm 
AND  bright.  Crops  and  grass  shot  up  fast.  Crop  cc'Nditions  favorable  -  surface 
moisture  DOWN  18-20  inches.  Livestock  beginning  to  pick  up  on  grass, 

D.-aWSON;  -  Twu  good  rains  totalling  slightly  over  one-half  inch  of  moisture 

SINCE  LAST  REPORT,  GR(;UND  IS  ABSORBING  BULK  OF  IT,  CONSIDERABLE 
CLOUDINESS  THROUGHOUT  WEEK,  WITH  TEMPERATURES  BELOW  NORMAL  fOR  SEASON;  CRAINS 
GENERALLY  SHOWING  GOOD  GROWTH  THROUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY,  ALTHOUGH  A  CONSIDERABLE 
ACREAGE  OF  FEED  GRAINS  YET  TO  GO  IN,  SOME  SMALL  AMOUNT  OF  WHEAT  YET  BEING  SEEDED. 

Indications  point  to  increase  in  flax  seedings  as  substitute  for  wheaT  where  de¬ 
lays  PREVENTED  SEASONAL  SLEUING,  Cl-RN  PLANTING  IS  UNDER  WAY,  WITH  ABOUT  NORMAL 
PLANTINGS  ANTICIPATED.  V/HEAT  GRASSES  AND  SIMILaR  TYPES  ARE  SHC'WING  VERY  GOOD 
GROWTH,  WITH  PASTURE  CONDITIONS  SATISFACTORY  WHERE  THESE  P  R  E;  D  OM  I  N  ATE  .  CRAMMA 
GRASSES  HOWEVER  ARE  COMING  SLOWLY  PR(JBABLY  REFLLCTING  THE  SHOCK  THEY  HAVE  RECEIVED 
DURING  THE  PAST,  STOCK  IS  ON  GRaSS,  WITH  CALF  aND  LAMB  CRC'PS  SOMEWHAT  ABOVE 
PREVIOUS  expectations, 

FERCUS:  -  Precipitation  ,61  inches.  All  crops  making  very  raemd  growth. 

Find  field  showing  effects  of  laTe.  frost  and  some  reseeding  on  account 

OF  BEING  KILLED  BY  THESE  FRUSTS.  WhEaT  SEEDING  PF^aCTICALLY  COMPLETED.  RANGE  LIVE¬ 
STOCK  IMPFtuVING  VERY  RAPIDLY,  LABOR  SITUATION  ABOUT  THE  SAME, 


FLATHEAD;-  Precipitation  .23,  V/arm  f;  a  i  ns  , .  vi' a  rm 

EXCELLENT,  SoME  WINTER  WHEAT  FOO' 

SING  quite  satisfactorily.  Crasses  and  pastures 
GOOD  SHAPE.  Ranges  all  green. 


days.  General 
HIGH,  Spring 

ARE  V/ELL  ALONG 


GROWING  CONDITIONS 
GRAINS  PROGRES- 
Livestock  in 


GALLATIN;  Average  higher  temperatures  anu  local  showers.  One  hail  storm,  with 

NO  DAMAGE,  1n  GENERAL  AND  EXCEPT  FOR  BEING  LATE,  ALL  CROPS  IN  GOOD 
CONDITION  AND  WINTER  WHEAT  SHOWING  EXCEPTIONALLY  GOOD  GROWTH,  INCREASE  IN  IRRI¬ 
GATION  ACTIVITY.  High  water  in  streams.  Shearing  continued  in  farm  flocks.  Range 
bands  NOT  YET  STARTED, 

GLA,C1FR:  -  .7  inch  of  rain  Saturday  evening,  May  18th;  light  showers  first  3 

DAYS  OF  WEEK,  MOSTLY  WARM  SUNSHINY  DAYS,  V/aS  A  GC'OD  WEEK  FOR  RANGE 
GRASS  BUT  THE  HEAVY  RAIN  DELAYED  SEEDING  AGAIN,  SEEDING  IS  ABOUT  7bfo  COMPLETED; 
SOME  FARMERS  WAITING  FOR  LOW  SPOTS  TO  DRY  UP,  SUMN.ER  FALLOW  GOING  AHEAD  RAPIDLY 
WHERE  NOT  TuO  WET,  TREES  STARTED  LEAFING  OUT  DURING  vVEEK,  CaTTLE  AND  SHEEP  MADE 
BIG  IMPROVEMENT  OVER  THE  WEEK,  The  GRASS  IS  NOW  LlG  ENOUGH  TO  FURNISH  GOOD  FEED, 


(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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GOLDEN  VmLLEY  ~  MUSSELSHELL;  ,82  Inch  of  rainfall  duffing  the  v^eek.  General  gro\.v- 

~  ING  CONDITIONS  SPLENDID.  CROPS  IN  EXCELLENT  Ct'NDl- 

TION  AND  MAKING  RAPID  GROV/TH  NOW  WITH  WARMER  WEATHER  AND  CONTINUED  RAINS.  SEED¬ 
ING  IS  MOVING  ALONG  RAPIDLY  NOV^  AND  EVERYTHING  OUT  CORN  SHCJULD  UE  CC'MPLETED  SOON, 

Alfalfa  and  other  hay  crops  are  making  rapid  growth.  Livestock  conoiticjns  improv¬ 
ing  WITH  GRASS  GROWING  RAPIDLY  AND  PLENTY  OF  V/ATER  AVAILAOLE  FOR  THE  PRESENT, 

HILL:  -  ,43  inches  precipitation  for  the  past  week.  Very  favoraole  grov‘/ing 

-  conditions  during  the  past  week,  95  PER  CENT  of  the  crop  has  been 

SEEDED.  Planting  of  corn  well  under  way.  Grass  making  rapid  growth.  Ranges 
ARE  GOOD.  livestock  IMPROVING  IN  CONDITION, 

JUDITH  BvSIN.;  General  GRoviiNG  conditions  over  the  county  are  very  good.  There 

is  PLENTY  OF  MuISTURE  IN  THE  SOIL  TO  BRING  CROPS  ON  IN  GOOD  SHAPE 
BUT  LOCAL  showers  DURING  THE  PAST  WEEK  HAVE  PREVENTED  PEOPLE  FROM  GETTING  THEIR 
CROPS  IN  AS  SOON  AS  DESIRED,  VvEATHER  STILL  COOL  AND  NOT  MUCH  SUNSHINE,  A  GOOD 
SHARE  OF  THE  FARMERS  ARE  STILL  TRYING  TO  GET  THEIR  SEED  IN  THE  GROUND.  SPFMNG 
WHEAT  IS  COMING  UP  VERY  SLOWLY  DUE  TO  THE  CLOUDY  COOL  WEATHER  WHICH  HAS  PREVAILED 
F'jR  THE  PAST  SEVERAL  WEEKS.  WINTER  WHEAT  HAS  COME  THFUiUGH  IM  GOOD  SHAPE.  HAY 
AND  FORAGE  IS  SLOW  IN  GETTING  STARTED  AND  ALFALFA  SHOWS  WINTER  KILLING  IN  SEVERAL 

AREAS,  Practically  all  livestock  are  on  range  now  but  the  native  range  is  very 

SLOW  AND  will  NOT  REACH  ITS  FULL  CARRYING  CAPACITY  FOR  SGML  TIML  YET,  INCREASED 
DEMAND  FOR  FARM  LABOR  HAS  TAKEN  CAIE  OF  THE  LABOR  SITUATION  IN  THIS  COUNTY* 

LAKE:  -  Heavy  rain  last  v,eek  end  was  a  material  help  T(;  crops.  The  weather 

warmed  up  and  this  also  helpld  makl  crops  and  pastures  look  mater¬ 
ially  BETTER.  Beet  cultivation  is  started.  The  peas  look  very  goc'D  in  the  South 
END  OF  the  Valley.  Irrigation  (»f  alfalfa  is  going  on  and  it  looks  like  a  good 
yield.  Corn  planting  will  be  slightly  increased  this  year.  Livestock  are  in 
GOOD  condition.  LabOR  IS  PLENTIFUL, 

LLW'IS  &  CLARK;  A  few  THUNuER  showers,  warmer  temperatures  and  CCiNS  1  DEfauLE  WIND 
characterized  the  weather  fcr  this  week.  Crops  made  good  growth 
during  the  week  except  on  some  farms  where  there  was  insufficient  moisture. 

Some  irrigated  places  require  irrigation  to  bring  the  spring  grain  up.  V/inter 
wheat  making  rapid  GRiJWTH  BUT  IS  VVEEDY  [N  MOST  PLACES  AMO  A  RAIN  IS  NEEDED  IN  THE 
SOUTHERN  PART  OF  THE  COUNTY.  STREAMS  ARE  AT  THE  HIGHEST  LEVEL  THIS  YEAR  AND 
PLENTY  OF  irrigation  WATER  IS  AVAILABLE.  RaNGE  GRASSES  MADE  RAPID  GROWTH  DURING 
THE  week  and  sufficient  GRaSS  IS  NOW  AVAILABLE  FuR  ALL  LIVESTOCK,  SuME  LIVESTOCK 
being  moved  TO  SUMMER  RANGES,  LeaF  HOPPERS  A  Fi  E  ACTIVE  ON  VIRGINIA  CREEPERS, 

MISSOULA:  -  Clear  and  warm  most  of  week.  One  good  rain  covering  most  of  county. 

Frost  Thursday  night.  Good  GRcnviNG  cuni:)1  ti  ons  .  All  crops  made 
GOOD  PROGRESS,  py.R!  NG_  week. _  SPRj  NG  GRaIN  SEEDING  PRACTICALLY  COMPLLTED.  ChERRY 
TREES  IN  FULL  BLOSSOM,  '  A  P  PLES’  STA  RT 'l' N  G  fb'  BL  OSS  OM  ,  '  "WlNTER  W  HE  A  f ,  '  H  A  Y  A  N  b  GF^ASS 
SHOWING  COMPARATIVELY  MORE  GROWTH  THAN  SPRING  GRAIN.  POTATO  PLANTING  IN  PROGRESS, 

Grass-  improving  with  recent  rains  and. warm  weather, 

PHILLIPS:  -  Station  at  Malta  reports  ,|6  inch  precipitation  Thursday  night.  Ex¬ 
tent  OF  shower  N(jt  determined.  Warmer  weather  with  plenty  of  mois¬ 
ture  makes  growing  conditions  ideal.  In  most  sections  only  feed  crops  remain  to 

EE  SEEDED.  FaVORA&LE  CONDITIONS  ARE  TURNING  A  NUMBER  OF  FARMERS  Tu  FLAX.  WHEAT 
MAKING  GOOD  GROWTH.  ALL  SUGAR  BEETS  IN  AND  SOME  THINNING  DONE,  STANDS  GOOD, 

General  crop  outlook  bright  enough  for  this  time  of  year.  Ccindition  of  livestock 

IMPROVED  AS  GRASS  MAKES  RAPID  GROWTH,  DAMAGE  FROM  LAST  FEW  DROUGHT  YEARS  SHOWING 
UP,  BUT  NEW  GROWTH  MAKING  HEADWAY.  STOCK  WATER  IS  ALREADY  A*  PROBLEM  IN  NORTHERN 
PART  OF  COUNTY  BECAUSE  S'-ilL  HAS  ABSORBED  PRACTICALLY  ALL  SURPLUS  V.ATER,  Nu  DEMAND 
FOR  LABOR  . 

PONDERaA  ;  -  F'IREPART  of  the  week  heavy  general  rain  again  delaying  field  opera¬ 

tions  ESPECIALLY  IN  THE  V/eST  END,  AbCJUT  30^j  OF  THE  WHEAT  IS  UP  AND, 
GR-JWING  rapidly  uUE  Tu  abundant  MuISTURE  AND  FAIRLY  GO(.D  TEMPERATURES,  ABOUT  80^o 
OF  THE  WHEAT  CROP  IS  IN  TOGETHER  W[TH  CONSIDERABLE  OATS  AND  lARLEY  AND  VERY  ACTIVE 
PLANTINGS  IN  FLAX  DURING  THIS  WEEK.  Ex PECT  SEEDING  OPERATIONS  TU  BE  COMPLETED 
IN  THE  MAJOR  PORTIONS  uF  THE  COUNTY  IN  TWO  OR  THREE  DAYS  IF  WEATHER  HOLDS,  DEFINITE 
TREND  towards  INCREASED  ALFiaLFA  PLaNTINGS  AND  NOTICEABLE  THRuUGHOUT  THE  COUNTY 
ESPECIALLY  IN  IRRIGATED  AREAS.  BaRLEY  AND  UaTS  WILL  AGAIN  BE  A  MAJOR  CROP  THIS 
YEAR  WITH  THE  WHE«T  ALLOTMENT  PROGRAM  C/ N  Tt-  ABSORB  FREE  ACRES  ON  VARIOUS  FaRMS, 

All  RANGE  AND  PERMANENT  PASTURES  RECEIVED  A  GiiOD  STIMULUS  IN  THE  RaIN  THE  FIRST 
PART  OF  THE  WEEK  FOLLOWED  BY  THE  HIGH  TEMPERATURES,  BeET  PLANTING  HAS  BEEN  DELAYED 
ON  ACCOUNT  uF  HIGH  MOISTURE  CONTENT  IN  SOME  F I LLUS  AND  DELAY  uF  A  FEW  ALLOTMENT 

checks.  Several  heau  of  livestock  have  belN  moved  to  the  Reserv/.tion  Ar'o  more 

DEMANDED  BY  LEASE  HOLDERS  ON  THE  RESERVATION.  LABOR  BALANCED, 

PRAIRIE:  -  No  precipitation.  V.'eather  cool  and  plant  growth  is  slow.  Fields 

UP  SEEM  TO  HAVE  VERY  GOOD  STANDS  AND  SEEM  TO  BE  GETTING  AHEAD  OF 
THE  WEEDS.  MoST  OF  THE  SMALL  GRmINS  ARE  PLANTED  AND  CORN  IS  NOW  GulNG  INTO  THE 

GRuUND.  Alfalfa  took  a  severe  thinning,  which  will  cut  down  the  hay  crop.  Grass 
is  coming  al-jng  in  gjud  shape  and  livestock  is  looking  better.  LaMb  crops  and 
CALF  crops  are  ABOUT  NORMAL,  SUPPLY  OF  LABOR  IS  AMPLE, 

RICHLAND:  -  Slight  precipitation  Saturday  and  Sunday  which  continued  to  improve 
MOISTURE  conditions,  MoST  uF  THIS  VT.EK  HAS  BEEN  F A  1  RLY  IDEAL  WITH 
RESPECT  TO  GROWING  CONDITIONS  AND  FARMERS  ARE  IN  FULL  PROGRESS  WITH  THEIR  FIELD 
WORK.  It  is  estimated  that  about  90'/o  or  MORE  OF  THE  WHEAT  ACREAGE  HAS  BEEN  SEEDED, 

Many  farmers  have  completed  seeding  their  small  grains  and  are  planting  corn. 

Beet  plantings  will  be  pretty  well  completed  the  end  of  this  week  and  early  plant¬ 
ings  ARE  showing  up  IN  FINE  SHAPE,  [T  IS  EXPECTED  THAT  WE  WILL  HAVE  ONE  OF  TH t 
ZEST  beet  stands  THaT  we  HAVE  HAD  F«jR  A  LONG  TIME  IM  THIS  AREA,  CROP  PROSPECTS 
IN  THIS  PART  OF  THE  COUNTRY  LOOK  THE  uEST  AT  THE  PRESENT  TIME  THaT  THEY  HAVE  FOR 

FIVE  years.  Fair  calf  crup  is  Ruported  by  many  farmers  although  it  is  not  up  tc 
normal  due  to  the  shortage  of  feed  during  the  winter.  Range  conditions  have  im¬ 
proved  considerable  during  the  week  SO'  THAT  MOST  LIVESTOCKMEN  HAVE  N(<W  TURNED 
their  livestock  out  on  the  range  although  A  FEV/  ARE  IN  VERY  POOR  CONDITION,  LABO 
PLENT 1 FUL . 
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ROOSEVELT:  -  Good  growing  weather  throughout  the  v;eek  uut  no  additional  moisture, 

A  FEW  FARMERS  STILL  SEEi.ING  WHEAT.  MaNY  FARMERS  STARTING  CORN 

PLANTING.  Summer  fallowing  under  way  on  a  few  farms.  Pasture  and  ranges  improv¬ 
ing  AND  ALL  LIVESTOCK  IN  UETTER  CONDITION.  ACREAGE  OF  FEED  CROPS  UEING  INCK'EASED 
OVER  FORMER  YEARS  TO  PRUV|[>E  A  SURPLUS, 

ROSEBUD:  -  Rain  has  fallen  over  the  entire  county  since  last  report.  It  varies 

-  FROW  SHOWERS  IN  SOME  DISTRICTS  To  NEARLY  AN  INCH  IN  THE  SOUTH  CC'UN- 

TRY.  Latter  part  of  the  week  has  been  real  growing  weather.  Winter  wheat  making 

EXCELLENT  GROWTH.  ALL  SPRING  GRAINS  ARE  DOING  NICELY.  EARLY  CORN  UP  IN  GOOD 

SHAPE,  Corn  planting  still  in  progress.  Cut  worms  have  caused  some  losses,  but 

ARE  LETTING  UP,  ALFALFA  LOSSES  ARE  HEAVY,  ALL  IRRIGATED  CROPS  ARE  IN  GOOD 

SHAPE.  Beets  are  up  generally.  Reseeding  on  alfalfa  this  year  will  be  very 
LIGHT,  All  livestock  in  good  shape.  Grass  is  better  in  south  country  than  any 

YEAR  SINCE  I92u,  AND  BETTER  THAN  WOULD  OE  EXPECTED  N(<RTH  C>F  RIVER.  POISONING 

under  way  with  M  RMoN  crickets.  Six  townships  in  southwestern  part  of  THE  CuUNTY 
affected. 

SANDERS:  -  Some  scattered  showers  over  small  areas.  Fair  moisture  conditions 

AND  IMPRC’VED  GROWING  CONDITIONS  FRuM  HIGHER  TEMPERATURES.  NIGHTS 
CONTINUE  COLD.  CROPS  MAKING  GOOj  GROWTH.  EXCELLENT  STAND  OF  ALL  SPRING  GRAIN 
AND  PEAS.  All  FRUIT  TREES  IN  FULL  uLUSSOM  WITH  I^ROSPEOTS  FOR  HEAVY  FRUIT  PRO- 

DUCTiuN.  Heavy  supply  of  sn'-.w  in  higher  altitudes  for  summer  irrigation, 
Indicati-jNS  for  very  high  water.  Livestock  in  very  good  ci)Ndition.  Range  short 
For  this  season  of  the  year.  Some  labor  surplus. 

SHERIDAN:  -  Rain  Tutal  during  K'ay  2,28"  Tu  date.  Cool,  conditions  fine  for  good 

ROOTING  OF  WHEmT,  CoNSIDERAoLE  WHEAT  YET  TO  UE  PLANTED  DUE  TU  WET 
SuIL  CONDITIONS.  GRAZING  MUCH  IMPR1.-VED  ALTHOUGH  C  O  N  S  I  D  E  F:  A  BL  Y  oEHIND  AVERAGE, 

Lador  s ituat ion  fa  I  R. 

STILLWATER:  Weather  continues  cool  with  rain  first  part  (T  the  week  and  also 

ON  Thursday,  TuTmL  precipitation  fur  week  1,8  1.  Although  Vi'eather 
has  been  C'-'OL,  grass  has  Made  goocj  growth.  All  fall  grain  making  GuOd  growth 

AND  LOOKING  GOOD.  SLOW,  STEADY  RaIN  THE  FIRST  PART  OF  WEEK  OVER  THE  ENTIRE 
COUNTY  FILLED  A  NUMoER  OF  WATER  HOLES  AND  STARTED  SMALL  STREAMS  AND  SPRINGS 

RUNNING,  There  is  still  cunsideraule  spi-’Ing  seeding  tu  oe  dune  in  the  county. 
Calf  cruP  is  reported  to  be  lighter  than  last  year.  Surplus  of  labor, 

SWEET  GRASS:  Precipitation  1.83  inches.  Growing  c(;noitions  are  very  slow  on 

ACCOUNT  of  cool  WLATHLR.,  CROP  CONDITIONS  FROM  A  SOIL  STANDPOINT 

AN.D.^MU.|-STU  RE  CONDITION  .ARE . EXCELLENT,  ....  DUE  To  ..POOR  W  l-NTE  U  TN  G  ,  S  LoVA-.- G-R  ASS  GROW-' 

ING  CUN.DITIONS,  CoOL,  WET  WEATHER  AT  LAMBING  TIME,  ABOUT  40/o  LC^SS  IN  LaMuS  AND 
POSSIBLY  28^0  LOSS  IN  CALVES  aT  CaLVING  TIME,  ALSU  SMALL  PERCENTAGE  OF  LOSS  IN 
CALVES  CUE  NO  DOUoT  TO  DROUTH  CONDiTIuN  aND  SOME  BaNG'S  DISEmSE,  IMPOSSIBLE  TO 
SECURE  WORTH  WHILE  WORKERS  DUE  T(J  THE  RUSH  OF  FhRMING  ANl)  LIVESTOCK  OPERATIONS 
TOGETHER  WITH  ROAD  WORK  aND  WATER  WURKS  PRfJJECT. 

TETON:  -  IC/lOO  precipitation  fur  week.  First  class  grcjwing  weather.  Days 

MOSTLY  CLEAR.  CROPS  HAVE  MADE  VERY  RAPID  PROGRESS  THIS  LAST  WEEK, 

Spring  wheat  a:jout  97fj  seeded.  Much  wheat  up  aNi;  looking  very  glou.  leeu  crops 

NOW  dEING  seeded.  SOME  LIVESTOCK  BEING  MOVED  TO  SUMMER  RANGE  AND  ARE  IN  FAIR 
CUNDITION.  Labor  situation  0.  K. 

TOOLE:  -  Little  precipitation  this  week  permitting  gcu'D  progress  in  fields. 

General  growing  conditions  good,  Aoout  90/j  of  wheat  seeded  in 
county.  Range  is  good  with  coming  of  grass.  Labor  plentiful.  One  hundred 
twenty-four  unpaid  wheat  C(jntracts  still  causing  financial  difficulties. 

-VHEATLAND:  Vi/eather  has  been  cloudy  and  cool  all  week.  First  part  of  week 

rain  fell  generally  over  the  county.  Due  to  the  rain  and  moisture 

THE  past  week  THE  CROP  CONDITIONS  ARE  VERY  GOOU  AT  PRESENT,  CONSIDERING  THE  LATE 

season.  Livestock  in  county  in  gcjod  conditujN,  Due  tc.  l^te  rains  the  range  is 

GREATLY  IMPROVED  F  0  F<  LIVESTOCK  FEEDING. 

vVIBrtUX:  CouL  weather  during  week  wmth  rain;  approximate  rainfall  at  Wibaux 

ONE  INCH.  More  in  other  parts  Of  the  County,  Gro'Wing  conditions 

VERY  GOOD  FOR  GRAIN.  GRaSS  ALSO  SHOWING  1  M  P  R  Cj  V  E  ME  N  T .  V/hEaT  SEEDING  AoOUT  COM¬ 
PLETED.  Oats,  darley,  and  flax  seeding  in  full  swing.  Livestock  will  be  improv¬ 
ing  AS  Ranges  improve, 

YELLOw'STONE:  'Weather  cloudy  and  warmer  with  showers.  Excel.lent  growing  v'eather. 
All  crops  reported  in  guuu  cunuitiun,  Pri/spect  for  winter  wheat 
crop  lest  in  several  years,  spring  wheat  and  other  crops  have  good  start. 

SeE.jING  operations  have  been  delayed  on  account  of  wet  weather.  In  the  valley, 
CUNSIDERAuLE  acreage  of  BEaNS,  CUP.'N,  and  other  late  crops  yet  To  be  planted. 
Livestock  in  guoo  condition,  Conuition  of  RhNge  pastuffes  and  hay  crops  good 
with  warmer  weather  needed  for  Maximum  growth. 
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